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FOREWORD

Thisbook has been prepared for avery special group of
people, followersof theL ord JesusChrist whohaveheard Hiscall
toserveHiminministry tothe peopleof villagesand townswho
needtheL ord. Y ouhaveset eight weeksasidefor study and work
and prayer to becomeequippedfor thetask towhichthelLord has
ledyou. Y ouarevery special people.

In this book are 200 lessons to be studied in 40 days of
classes, fivehoursof study each day. Wesuggest thisschedul e of
classesfor theeight weeks:

8:00 - 8:50 BooksoftheBible

8:50 - 9:40 Doctrine

9:40-10:30 Homiletics
10:30-10:50 Intermisson
10:50-11:40 ShepherdingtheFock
11:40-12:30 Holy Living,

Afternoons and evenings may be devoted to study of the
lessons, discussion of theclasstopicsand - very important - putting
the lessonsinto practical use by becoming fishers of meninthe
neighborhood of theschool. Thesecan bethemostimportant hours
of theday!

L et usgiveaword of carefully understood by everyonein
onehour of study. Therewill bethetemptationto carry over the
samelesson to the next day’ sclass. But sincethelessonshave
been carefully apportioned for every one of the 200 hours, and
since every one of those 200 hoursisimportant, it will not be
possibleto catchup. If thereisunfinished material, continuethat
classintheafternoon hoursandbeall preparedfor thenew lesson
thenext day!

These40days, set asidefor the study of God'swonderful
Word and prepartion for His royal service, can be the most
beartiful daysof your life. Itisour prayer that thiswill betrue, and
that after graduation, youwill put all that you havelearnedinto
practical usein serving thr Lord and |eading people, someinto
salvation, and othersintogrowthandfellwshipinHim.




BOOKSOFTHEBIBLE
INTRODUCTION

Eight weeksisaltogether too short atimeto master the
contentsof the66 bookswecall theBible- thelifetimeof the
oldest person on earthwould befar too short for that. But it
will be possible in this course to get ataste of the riches
contained in each of its pages, and to acquire the habit of
searching for more every day of your lifel TheWord says
wisely, “ Study to show yourself approved before God” (2
Tim. 2:15). The better acquainted you are with the Holy
Book, themoreyouwill loveit - anditsAuthor. Andthat will
adduntoldblessingtoyour lifeandtoyour ministry.

My PrayerforYou
OurlovingHeavenly Father, bl essthisreader withastrongand
ddightful thirstfor therichsatisfyingwordsof theeternal truth
that Y ou havewrittenfor usinyour Holy Book

Threevery helpful bookswereusedinpreparingthese
notes, What the Bible Is All About, by HenriettaC. Mears,
Briefing the Bible, by J. Vernon McGee, and The Compact
Surveyof theBible, by JohnBal chin. Further study inany one
of these books would be tremendously worthwhile and
rewardinginpreparationfor theMaster'sservice.
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PART ONE
BOOKSOFTHEOLDTESTAMENT

Lesson 1- INTRODUCTION

TheBibleisGod’ swrittenrevelation of Hiswill tomen. Its
central themeissalvationthrough JesusChrist. TheBiblecontains66
books, written by 40 authorscovering approximately 1600 years.
The Old Testament waswritten mostly in Hebrew, and the New
Testament was written in Greek. The authors were kings and
princes, poets and philosophers, prophets and statesmen. Some
werehighly educated and otherswereunschool ed fishermen.

17 - Prophetical (5Major, 12 Minor)

TheBibleisthegreatest document availablefor thehumanrace.
It needsto beread, studied, and believed and obeyed.

Lesson 2 - GENESIS

Thefirst fivebooksof theBiblewerewrittenby Mosesandare
called the Pentateuch. Theword*® Genesis” meansorigin, or birth.
Genesisisthebook of beginnings- thebeginning of theworld (1:1-
25), of thehumanrace(1:26-27), of sinintheworld(3:1-7), of the
promiseof redemption (3:8-24), of family life(4:1-15), of aman-
madecivilization (4:16-9:29), of thenationsof theworld (10, 11),
and of the Hebrew race (12-50).

Genesisisahistory of man’ sfailure. It beginswith“ God” and
ends“inacoffin”. Hereisan outlinethat dividesthebook into two
largethoughts:

|. Entrance of sin on the earth, chs. 1-11.
1. Creation, chs. 1, 2
2.Thefall, chs. 3, 4.
3. Theflood, chs. 5-9.
4. Tower of Babel and confusion of tongues, chs. 10, 11.
I1. Preparation for the coming of the Redeemer, chs. 12-50.
1. Abraham, theman of faith, chs. 12-23.



2. Isaac, the beloved son, chs. 24-26.

3 Jacob, loved and chastened by the Lord, chs. 27-36.

4. Joseph, whowassold by hisbrothers, sufferedinprison,
but remained trueto God, chapters. 37-50.

Lesson 3- EXODUS

Exodusmeans*theway out”.

Therewereonly seventy personswho went downinto Egypt,
but before they |eft Egypt they had grown into a nation of three
million. Genesistellsof man’ sfailure; Exodustellsof theredeeming
work of asovereign God. It beginsin darknessand gloom, and ends
inglory.

Exodus 12 gives us the thrilling story of the Passover, the
clearest Old Testament pictureof our individual salvationthrough
faith in the shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. The outline of
Exodusfollows:

1. God prepares Moses, adeliverer, chs. 1-11.

2. Deliverance, by blood and power, chs. 12-14.

3. MarchingtoMt. Sinai, the spiritual education of the people,
chapters 15-18.

4. Giving of the Law, God’ s mirror to show us our exceeding
sinfulness, chs. 19-24.

5. Blueprint and construction of the tabernacle, testifying that
Godwasdwellinginthemidst of Hispeople, chs. 25-40.

Lesson4-LEVITICUS NUMBERSAND DEUTERONOMY

The Book of Leviticusis God's picture-book to help the
childrenof Israel intheir religioustraining. Every picture pointed
forward to the work of Jesus Christ. It is called the Book of
Atonement. " Getright,” say theofferings. Therearefiveofferings:
burnt, meal, peace, sinandtrespass. “ Keepright,” say thefeasts.
There are eight feasts: Sabbath, Passover, Pentecost, Trumpets,
Atonement, Tabernacl es, the Sabbathyear, and Jubilee. Thesacrifices
spoke of the blood that saved. The feasts spoke of the food that
sustains.



Number sisthe Book of WildernessWanderingfrom Sinai to
theborder of Canaan, theland of promise. It might alsobecalledthe
Book of Murmurings. Thekey thoughtisdiscipline. Numbersdeals
withthebeliever’ swalk.

Chapters1-10 giveusthedivinelegislation.

Chapters11-20tell the story of the nation’ sfailure.

Chapters 21-36 record Israel’ sreturn to Jehovah’ sfavor and
final victory, eveninthewilderness.

Thesearetheimportant personsinthisbook: Moses, Aaron,
Miriam, Joshuaand Caleb.

Deuter onomy isaBook of Remembrance. Itisacollection of
the speechesand songsof Moseswhichhegaveashisfarewell tothe
childrenof Israel. Thisbook showstheblessingsof obedienceand
thecurseof disobedience. It coversonly about twomonths, including
thirty days of mourning for Moses. Jesus often quoted from
Deuteronomy. Heansweredthedevil fromitswritings. Deuteronomy
givesatasteof heavenonearth.

Review: In Genesis, we see man ruined; in Exodus, man
redeemed; in Leviticus, man worshiping; in Numbers, man
serving; in Deuteronomy, man learning to obey.

Lesson 5- JOSHUA, JUDGESAND RUTH

The Book of Joshua opensthe Booksof History. Itisfull of
spiritual truth, encouragement and wisdom. Moseswasdead, but the
march must continue. Joshua completeswhat M osesbegan. The
book about thisgreat |eader fallsinto two parts:

1. Conguest of the promised land, chs. 1-12.
2. Occupation of the promised land, chs. 13-24.

Judgesistheaccount of the Dark Agesof the peopleof Israel.
Thepeopleforsook God (Judges2:13) and God forsook the people
(2:23). Judgescoverstheperiod after thedeath of their great eader,
Joshua, totheascension of Saul tothethroneof Isragl. Therewasno
kinginthosefirst 350 yearsintheland of promise. Thisphraseruns
throughthewhol ebook: “ Every mandid what wasrightinhisown
eyes.” Thebook showsman’ sconstant failureand God’ sconstant
mercy. [tcanbeoutlinedthisway: Sevenapostas es, sevenservitudes
to seven heathen nations, and seven deliverances!

8



Ruth speaksto us of Jesus Christ, our Kinsman-Redeemer.
Thisbook isabright pictureontheblack background of the Judges
andisalovely pictureof Christandthe Church. It recordstheevents
duringtheruleof Gideon or Jephthah. Ruthwasthegreat-grandmother
of David, theancestor of Christ. Thisbook tell sthebeginning of the
Messianicfamily and nationintowhichtheMessiahwasto beborn.
RuthwasaM oabitess, of the peoplewho weredescendantsof L ot,
a heathen people. What a picture of God’ s grace, adopting the
Gentilesinto Christ’ sfamily!

Lesson 6 - FIRST AND SECOND SAMUEL

| Samuel isthefirst of the six King books. They arethetwo

booksof Samuel, of Kingsand of Chronicles. Theeventsrecorded
in 1 Samuel cover aperiod of about 115 years, from the birth of
Samuel through thetroubloustimesof Saul to the beginning of the
reignof David. Thebook may bedivided under thenamesof itsthree
chief characters:

1. Samuel, God'’ s prophet, chs. 1-7.

2. Saul, the king disobedient to God and afailure, chs. 8-15.

3. David, God’s man, chs. 16-3L1.

2 Samuel - First Samuel recordsthefailureof man’ sking, Saul.
Second Samuel describesthe enthronement of God’ sking, David,
andtheestablishment of the*Houseof David” throughwhichthe
M essiah shouldlater come. David wasaman after God’ sown heart
- not perfect, but repentant when he failed. He was extremely
versatile- shepherd boy, court musician, soldier, truefriend, outcast
captain, king, great general, loving father, poet, sinner, and a
brokenhearted old man, but alwaysthelover of God. Thebook may
bedividedintotwo parts:

1. Triumphsof David, chs. 1-10.
2. Troubles of David, chs. 11-24.

Lesson 7 - FIRST AND SECOND KINGS
These arejust acontinuation of the Books of Samuel. They

cover aperiod of 400yearsandtell thegrowth and thenthe decay
anddivisionof thekingdom. The Southern Kingdom, Judah, had 20
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kings, andtheNorthern, Israel, had 19. Both Judah and | srael were
led into captivity. The powerful voicesfor God were Elijah, the
prophet of judgment and severity, in 1 Kings, and Elisha, the prophet
of graceandtenderness, in2Kings. Thesearetheimportant parts
of thetwo books:

1. Death of David, 1 Kings 1, 2.

2. Glory of Solomon’sreign, 1 Kings3-11.

3. Division of the Kingdom, 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 16.

4. Captivity of Israel by Assyria, 2Kings17.

5. Declineand captivity of Judah by Babylon, 2 Kings 18-25.

Lesson 8- FIRST AND SECOND CHRONICLES

TheBooksof Chroniclesrecord thesameeventsastheBooks
of Kings, butfromadifferent perspective. InKingsthehistory of the
nationisgivenfromthethrone; in Chroniclesitisfromthealtar. In
Kingsthepalaceisthecenter; inChronicles, itisthe Temple. Kings
recordsthepolitical history, Chroniclesthereligious. Kingsgivesus
man’ sviewpoint; ChroniclesgivesusGod' s. 2 Chroniclesrecords
fivegreatrevivals: under Asa, ch.15; Jehosaphat, ch. 20; Joash, chs.
23, 24; Hezekiah, chs. 29-31, and Josiah, ch. 35.

Thisistheoutlineof 1 Chronicles:

1. Genealogies, chs. 1-9.
2. Saul’sreign, ch. 10.
3. David'sreign, chs. 11-29.
Andhereistheoutlineof 2Chronicles:
1. Solomon’sreign, chs. 1-9.
2. Division of thekingdom and history of Judah, chs. 10-36.

Lesson 9- EZRA,NEHEMIAH AND ESTHER

Ezraand Nehemiahtell thestory of thereturn of God’ schosen
peopleafter their exilein Babylon. Ezrawasapriest: Nehemiahwas
alayman. Thefirst exodusof thechildren of | srael wasfrom Egypt
under M oses; thesecond wasfrom Babylonunder Ezr a. SomeJews
had already returned and when Ezraarrivedin Jerusalem hefound
thingsevenworsethan hehad expected. TheJewshadintermarried
with peopl eof theland and had doneeverything that the heathenhad
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taught them (9:1-4). Ezrawas grief-stricken (9:5-15); then the
peopl e assembl ed about him and came to aconsciousness of the
greatnessof their sin(10:1-44). AtonceEzraledthemintoasacred
covenant with God.

Nehemiah arrivedin Jerusalemthirteenyearsafter Ezra. He
camewiththeauthority of theking of Persiato build thewallsof
Jerusalem. Hewasareal engineer and, inspiteof muchopposition,
thework wasaccomplishedin 52 days.

Hereisan outlineof thetwo books:

1. Returnfrom Babylon under Zerubbabel, Ezral-6.
2. Returnfrom Babylon led by Ezra, Ezra7-10.

3. Rebuilding thewalls, Neh. 1-7.

4. Revival and reform, Neh. 8-13.

Esther - The name of God does not occur in thisbeautiful
story, but every pageisfull of God, who hideshimself behind every
word. The book teaches the providence of God. God is at the
steering wheel of thisuniverse. All the eventsof the book center
aroundthreefeasts:

1. Feast of King Ahasuerus, king of Persia, when V ashti was
rejected and theway was opened for Mordecai to bring Esther, a
youngorphaninhiscare, to beintroduced to A hasuerusand became
gueen, chs. 1 and 2.

2. Feast of Esther, whenthe Jews' enemy, Haman, wasexposed
and condemned to death and M ordecai waselevated, ch. 7.

3. Feast of Purim, which celebrated thedeliveranceof the Jews
fromafearful danger, ch. 9.

Lesson 10 - JOB

Jobisthefirst of thefivebooksof poetry. Thesebookstell of
theexperiencesof theheart. Thisbook isperhapsthe ol dest book
of theBible. It givesGod’ sanswer totheproblem, “Why dogodly
peoplesuffer?’ Thestory openswithasceneinheaven, andthentells
of Job’ sfall from prosperity to poverty. Thisisfollowedby thegreat
discussion between Job and hisfriends.

1. Thestory openswithasceneinheaven. 1:1-12, 2:1-6, and
isfollowed by
2. Job’ sfall from prosperity topoverty, 1:13-22; 2:7-10,then,
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3. The great discussion between Job and his four friends,
Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu, 2:11- 37:24. Finally,

4. Theclimaxisreached, when God speaks, 38-42. Jehovah
explainedto Job that when men see God, something awayshappens.
Thegodly areallowed to suffer sothey may seethemselves; then
Godcanliftthemup. Hehasawisepurposeinall suffering. Hewants
tobringoutthegoldasbyfire.

Lesson 11 - PSALMS

Psalmsisabook of praise, prayer and worship. The Psalms
magnify and praisetheL ord. Every human experienceisrelatedto
Him. Thelifeof thebelieverispicturedinall of itsexperiencesof joy
and sorrow, victory andfailure. ThePsalmsarefull of Christ. They
describethewhol eprogram of Hissuffering and death. Someonehas
outlinedthe Psalmsafter the pattern of the Pentateuch:

1. Genesis section, Psalms 1 - 41, views man in a state of
blessedness, thenthereishisfall andrecovery.

2. Exodus section, Psalms 42-72, pictures Israel’ s ruin and
redemption.

3. Leviticussection, Psalms 73-89, depictsour sanctuary in
God, in both darknessand dawn.

4. Numberssection, Psalms90-106. Thissectionfocuseson
theearth, itsperil and protection.

5. Deuteronomy section, Psalms107-150. These psalmsshow
theperfection and praiseof the Word of God.

Lesson 12 - PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES
AND SONG OF SOLOMON

Solomonwasagreat king, famousfor hiswisdomandriches. He
wrote 3,000 proverbsand 1,005 songs(1Kings4:31,32). Solomon
wasaphilosopher, ascientist, an architect of atemplethat wasone
of thewonders of theworld, and aking. Proverbsisfilled with
wordsof wisdom. It canbedividedlikethis:

1. Counsel for young men, chs. 1-10.
2. Counsel for all men, chs. 11-20.
3. Counsel for kingsand rulers, chs. 21-31.
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Ecclesiastesistherecord of all that human thinking and natural
religion havebeenabletodiscover about themeaningandgoal of life.
The argumentsin the book are not God'’ s arguments, but God’s
record of man’ sarguments. Thewriter isSolomon, and thebook is
adramaticautobiography of hisexperienceandreflectionswhilehe
wasout of fellowshipwith God. Solomon may havebeenwise, but
hedidnot follow hisownwisdom.

Thekey wordsare" vanity” (meaningless) and“ under thesun”.

Song of Solomon hasbeen calledthe Christian’ sLove Song.
Therearefour important meaningsfoundinthisbook:

1. It setsforththe” glory of weddedlove’.

2. It setsforththeloveof Jehovahfor Israel.

3. Itisapictureof Christ andthe Church.

4.1t depictsthecommunionof Christandtheindividual believer.

Personal loveto Christisthegreatest need of thechurchtoday.

Lesson 13 - ISAIAH

Thisisthefirst of the17 prophetical books. Theprophetswere
menwhom God rai sed up during thedark daysof Israel’ shistory.
They werethe evangelistsof the day. The period of the prophets
covered 500yearsfromtheninthtothefourth centuriesB.C. These
prophetsspokefearlessly tokingsand peoplealikeof their sinsand
failures. Thebook of I saiah hastwo distinct emphases. Inthefirst
part the prophet picturedlsrael. Inthelast of thebook herevealed
Jesusbearing our load of sin, then Christ exalted and glorified.

IsaiahisaminiatureBibleinstructure. It has66 chapters, just
astheBiblehas66 books. Therearetwogreat divisions, just asthere
areintheBible, with 39 chaptersinthefirst, liketheOld Testament,
and 27 chaptersinthesecond, likethe New Testament. The book
hasbeenlabeled” TheGospel Accordingtolsaiah”. Christ’ svirgin
birth, Hischaracter, Hislife, Hisdeath, Hisresurrectionand His
second coming areall presented with definitenessand clarity.

Lesson 14 - JEREMIAH AND LAMENTATIONS

Jeremiahiscalledthe”weeping prophet”. Themessagehewas
calledtogivebrokehisownheart. It wasthemost unwel comeever
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deliveredtoapeople. Hewascalled atraitor because he said they
weretoyieldtoBabylon (38:17-23). Therewasonly onething left
for Israel todo- surrender. The*timesof theGentiles’ had already
begunwith Babylon, thehead of goldinDaniel’ svision.

Jeremiah predictedthe 70yearscaptivity in Babylon (25:9-12).
However, he saw beyond thedarknessto thelight, and no prophet
spokeso glowingly of thefutureashedid (23:3-8; 30; 31; 33:15-
22). Jeremiah used many object lessonsgiven him by Jehovahin
teaching the people. Hismessagewasnot only unpopular - it was
rejected, and hisenemieseven demanded hisdeath.

[tisthought that JeremiahwroteL amentations, anexquisite
book of poetry of fivedistinct poems. Itisnot all sorrow. Abovethe
cloudsof thepoet’ sweeping over thesinsof hispeople, God’ ssun
isstill shining. Read 3:22-27.

Lesson 15-EZEKIEL

Ezekiel wasaprophet duringthecaptivity inBabylon. Hetried
toremovelsrael’ sfalsehopesof anearly returnto Palestineandto
preparethemfor thenewsof thetragic destructionof their beloved
Jerusalem.

Hismessagewasthemost spiritual of theprophets’, ashedeals
morewith the person of God. He spokeinthe darkest daysof the
nation. The peoplewould not listento him or to hismessage, sohe
resortedto anew method. I nstead of speakingin parables, heacted
themout (24:24). Ezekiel istheprophet of theglory of theLord. Here
is aquick view of the book - it focuses on the destruction of
Jerusdlem:

1. Pre-siege, chs. 1-24. Ezekiel began hisprophesiessix years
beforeJerusalem’ sdestructionandkept predictingitscertainty until
itoccurred.

2. Siege, chs. 25-32. After that, hisprophesiesheredeal with
Judah’ senemiesand theoverthrow of these heathen nations.

3. Post-seige, chs. 33-48. Finally, the restoration and re-
establishment of Judah arepi ctured.

Lesson 16 - DANIEL
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Daniel has been called the prophet of dreams because God
revealed to him His secrets. Helooked far into the futureand is
guoted mostinRevelation. Hislifeand ministry bridgetheentire 70
years. Hewastaken captiveabout theageof 16 and livedto beover
90. Although he was a captive, he rose to be prime minister of
Babylon. Thewonderful thing isthat healwaysremained trueto
Jehovah God.

Thisisanoutlineof thebook:

1. Theprivatelifeof Daniel, 1:1-2:3.

2. The public life of Daniel - aportrayal of the times of the
Gentiles, 2:4-7:28.

3. Thepropheticvisionsof Daniel - theprophetichistory of the
nation, chapteres8-12.

Lesson 17 - HOSEA, JOEL AND AMOS

Hoseaisthefirst of the 12 booksknownasthe Minor Prophets,
calledthat because of theamount of material written. Hosea, whose
namemeans” salvation,” hasbeencalledthe Jeremiah of thenorthern
kingdom. Hewasalayman called by Godto givethedistinct message
towayward I srael that God loved them.

Hoseawas commanded to marry aharlot, who bore him two
sonsand adaughter. Sheplayed theharl ot again, and Hoseaput her
out of hishome. But God commanded himtotakeher back andlove
her again.

Themessagewasthat | srael wasunfaithful to God, but Heloved
her still and would bring her back to her homeland. Theoutlineof
Hosea:

1. Theprophet and hisfaithlesswife, Gomer, chs. 1-3.

2. TheLordandthefaithlessnation, Israel, chs. 4-14.

Joel wasaprophet to Judahwhowroteat thetimeof aterrible
plagueof locusts. Hecompared thistofuturejudgments. Hespoke
of the“day of theL ord” fivetimes, referringtojudgment.

Spiritual deliveranceisthegreat central promiseof thebook of
Joel. Joel hadtheprivilegeof telling that Godwould pour forthHis
Spirituponall flesh (2:32; 3:18). Thiswasfulfilled at Pentecost (Acts
2:16).

15



Amoswasaherdsman, and hismessagewasaddressed largely
totheNorthernKingdom. Hefeared God so muchthat hefeared no
oneelseatal. Amosstarted hispreachingby proclaimingtheLord’'s
judgment uponsix neighboring nations. Thenhecamenearer home
against thewholenation of JudahandIsrael.

Lesson 18 - OBADIAH, JONAH AND MICAH

Obadiah istheshortest book intheOld Testament - only one
page, 21 verses -, but it is still significant for ustoday. It isthe
prophecy of judgment against Edom. It includes two important
themes- thedoom of the proud and rebellious, and thedeliverance
of themeek and humbl e. The Edomitesdescended from Esau, who
had despised hisbirthright - Edom continuedtobelsrael’ senemy.
Shewasdestroyed, as Obadiah warned.

Obadiah, liketheother prophets, predicted the coming of the
day of theL ord and the establishment of M essiah’ skingdom.

Thebook of Jonah containsno prophecy, although Jonahwas
aprophet. Itisthepersonal account of amajor eventinJonah’slife,
whichwasasign of thegreatest eventinthehistory of theworld- the
resurrection of JesusChrist. Inthisbook, God prepared four things:
agreatfish(1:17),agourd (4:6), aworm(4:7), and avehement east
wind (4:8). God wastaking careof Hisprophet!

Therearetwo eventsof greatimportanceinthebook: thegreat
fishswallowing Jonah, and thehugeheathen city of Ninevah being
converted by anobscureforeign missionary injust afew days.

Wemust noticetwothingsinthisbook. First, Jonahisatypeof
Christinhisdeath, burial andresurrection. Second, Jonahisalsoa
typeof I srael - disobedient to God, swallowed by the nationsof the
world, whowill yet giveher upwhen Christ comes. Thenlsragl will
bewitnessesof God everywhere.

Micah proclaimed judgment on Jerusalem and the cities of
Israel. But he hastened on to words of hope A natural warning
comesfromMicah’ sthreemessages, each beginningwith“Hear”.

1. Thefirst (1:2) wasaddressed to all people.

2. Thesecond (3:1) wasaddressed to the leaders of Israel.
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3. Thethird(6:1) wasapersonal word of pleadingtoIsrael to
repent and returnto God.
Lesson 19- NAHUM, HABAKKUK AND ZEPHANIAH

Thethemeof Nahum isthedestruction of Nineveh, thecity that
Jonah warned. Nahumwaswrittenabout 150 yearsafter therevival
of Jonah’s day. The repentance did not last and Nineveh was
destroyed becauseof her sin(3:1-7).

Ninevehisatypeof all nationsthat turntheir backson God. The
personor nationthat deliberately rejectsGoddeliberately andfatally
electsdoom.

Habakkuk asked questions and received answers. The
guestion,“Why do the wicked prosper?’ is discussed. In all his
difficulties, hewentto Godin prayer and waited patiently for His
answer(2:1). After asincereprayer (3:1-16),God’ sglory appeared.

Thewords, “Thejust shall live by hisfaith” (2:4) had great
significanceintheReformation. ThesewordsarequotedintheNew
Testament: Romans1:17, Galatians3:11 and Hebrews 10:38.

Zephaniahisfilledwiththewrathand judgment of God (1:15;
3:8), but thereistheundertoneof theloveof God (3:17). Zephaniah
denouncedthevariousformsof idolatry. Hemay havebeen mainly
responsiblefor therevival under Josiah.

Thebook beginswith sorrow but endswith singing.

Lesson 20- HAGGAI,ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI

M ost of theOld Testament prophetsspokebeforethecaptivity.
Justtwo, Ezekiel and Daniel, prophesied duringthecaptivity. These
three, Haggai, Zechariah and Mal achi, prophesied after thereturn.

Thereconstruction and refurbishing of the Templewerethe
supreme passion of Haggai. He rebuked the people for their
slownessinrebuildingit, and heencouraged and hel pedtheminthe
enterprise. Hisbook isaseriesof four brief messageswrittenover
aperiod of four months.

Hissterncall to duty wasagood tonic. Thepeoplearoseand
begantobuildthetemple(1:12-15).

Zechariah, ayoung prophet, stood alongsidetheaged Haggal,
strengthened the children of Israel asthey built the temple and
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warned them not to disappoint God astheir fathershad done. He
painted inglowing colorstheperpetual blessing that wascomingto
|srael infar-off ages.

Zechariah foretold the Saviour more than any other prophet
except Isaiah. Looking far into the future he saw Him first in
humiliationand suffering, andagain,inmajesty andgreat glory.

M alachi isthe bridge betweenthe Old and New Testaments.
A silenceof 400yearsliesbetween Malachi and thevoiceof John
theBaptist saying“ Prepareyetheway of theL ord.”

TheOld Testament endswiththeword*” curse”, whiletheNew
Testament closeswithablessing. Followingaperiodof revival (Neh.
10:28-39), the peoplehad becomespiritually coldand morally lax.
Malachi cameasareformer, and heencouraged whileherebuked.

Read Malachi’ s solemn declaration concerning the second
comingof Christ, forwhichwewait, 3:16-4:3.
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PART TWO
BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

Lesson 21-INTRODUCTIONTO THE GOSPELS

Theword*” Gospel” means* good news’. Thefour writersare
called evangelists, which meansbringer of goodtidings. Matthew,
Mark and L uke are called the Synoptic Gospel s because, unlike
John, they giveasynopsis- aview together, acollectiveview - of
Chrigt’slife.

TheSynoptic Gospelstell of Christ’ sministry chieflyinGalilee,
while Johntellsabout Judea. The Synopticsnarrate Hismiracles,
parablesand addressesto themultitudes; John presentsHisdeeper
discourses, Hisconversationsand prayers. Thethreeportray Christ
inaction; John portraysHiminmeditation and communion.

All that the prophetshavesaidleadstoour Lord’ searthly life
andwork, and all that followsinthe Epistlesproceedsfromthem.
The Gospelsarethesource.

TheGospelstell usWHEN and HOW Christ came.

TheEpistlestell usWHY and FORWHAT Christcame.

Lesson 22 - MATTHEW

Matthew presentsJesusasKing. Written primarily for the Jew,
Heispresented asthe Son of David. Hisroyal genealogy isgivenin
chapter 1 and goes back to Abraham. 29 quotationsfrom the Old
Testament are given, more than any other Gospel, showing that
Christ wasthefulfillment of propheciesof theMessiah.

Matthew wasatax collector at Capernaum, under the Roman
law, when Jesuschosehim (9:9; 10:3). Theother evangeliststell
about thegreat feast hegave Jesusandrecord thesignificant fact that
heleftall tofollow Him. No doubt hewasaman of means.

Matthew isthe Gospel of the Messiah, God’ sanointed One.
Themain purposeof the Spiritinthisbook isto show that Jesus of
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Nazarethisthe predicted M essiah of whom M osesand the prophets
wrote.

Matthew alonetellsof thevisit of thewisemenfromtheEast.
TheSermonontheM ount setsforththe Constitution of theKingdom.
Theword “kingdom” occurs 55 timesin Matthew, for thisisthe
Gospel of theKing.

Much of Jesus’ discoursein Matthew 24 and 25isdevotedto
Hissecond coming.

Theascension of Jesusisnot recordedinMatthew. Thecurtain
fallswiththeMessiahstill onearth, for itison earth that the Son of
Davidisyettoreigninglory.

Lesson 23 - MARK

Mark depictsJesusas Servant. WrittentotheRomans, thereis
nogeneal ogy. Why?Becausemenarenot interestedinthegenea ogy
of aservant.

Thewriter wasJohn Mark, the son of Mary and the cousin of
Barnabas. Heaccompani ed Paul and Barnabasto Antioch, andwas
thecauseof sometroublebetweenthem (Acts12:25; 13:5). Thenhe
left them, probably because of hardships(Acts13:13). Finally he
becameagreat helptoPaul (Col.4:10,11; 2 Tim.4:11). Peter was
the means of his conversion and spoke of him as “my son” (1
Pet.5:13). WeseePeter’ sinfluenceinthisGospel.

Thisistheshortest Gospel, full of action and accomplishment.
Mark wrotethisGospel inRome, evidently for Romans. They were
abusy peopleand believedin power and action. They cared more
for deedsthanfor words. Few Old Testament Scripturesarequoted.
Only four parablesaregiven. Thereisnolengthy introduction. The
words*"forthwith”, “ straightway” , “immediately” , showing speed,
areused 40times.

Miracleshavealeading placein Mark - 20 arerecorded.

Lesson 24 - LUKE

L ukesetsforth Jesusasthe perfect Man. Writtentothe Greeks,
his genealogy goes back to Adam, the first man, instead of to
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Abraham. Asaperfect Man, Jesus isseenmuchinprayer andwith
angelsministeringtoHim.

L ukewasaphysician, thecompanion of Paul. Hewastheonly
Gentilewriter of aNew Testament book. Hewasan educated man
and akeenobserver. Hewasal sothewriter of theActs. Hepresents
Jesusastheideal of perfect manliness.

ThisistheGospd for thesinner. It showsChrist’ scompass onate
loveinbecoming manto save man.

Dr. Luke has given usthefullest particulars concerning the
miraculoushbirthof Jesus. Heal onetellsof thevisit of theshepherds.
Only Luketellsof Jesus' visittothetemplewhenhewas12. Asaman
Hetoiledwith Hishands, suffered. Fiveout of thesix miraclesinthis
Gospel weremiraclesof healing. Lukea onetellsof heaingMal chus
ear (22:51).

Luke’ sisthe Gospel for theoutcastson earth. Hehasmost to
say about womanhood. Hisisapoetic book with beautiful songs. He
speaksmoreof the prayersof the L ord than any other writer.

Lesson 25 - JOHN

John portraysJesusasthe Son of God. EverythinginthisGospel
illustratesand demonstratesHisdivinerel ationship.

The author was John, “ son of thunder”, the “ disciple whom
Jesusloved”. Hisfather wasZebedee, aprosperousfisherman; his
mother was Salome, adevout follower of theL ord. Hisbrother was
James.

Johnwrotenearly ageneration after theother evangelists. He
may have been around 25 when Jesus called him. He had been a
follower of JohntheBaptist. Later inlifehewasbani shedto Patmos
somewherebetween80and 100A.D., whenall theNew Testament
wascompleteexcept for hisownwriting.

Johnismoreelevatedintoneand moreexaltedinview thanthe
other Gospels. 35timesJesusspeaksof God as” my Father” inJohn.
25timesHesays" Verily, verily”, speakingwithauthority.

John saysthat hewrotehisGospel that men might believethat
JesusistheChrist. Johnbringssevenwitnessestothis: 1:34; 1;49;
6:69; 11:27; 20:28; 20:31and 10:36. Herecordssevenmiracles: 2:1-
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11; 4:46-54; 5:1-47; 6:1-14; 6:15-21; 9:1-41 and 11:1-57. And
Christ’sGod-natureisrevealedintheseven“l Am’s’ of thisbook.

Lesson 26 - ACTS

Luke, inhisGospel, showswhat Christ“ begantodo” onearth.
In Actshe showswhat He continuedto do, by theHoly Spirit.

Theascensionof our Lordistheclosing sceneinLuke. It isthe
openingfactinActs.

Actsrecordstheactsof theHoly Spirit throughthe Apostles.
Hisnameismentioned about 70times. Theword“witness” isused
over 30times.

Thebook openswith the preaching of thegospel in Jerusalem,
themetropolisof the Jewishnation. It closeswiththepreaching of the
gospel inRome, themetropolisof world power. Inonegeneration
the A postleshad moved out inevery direction and had preachedin
every nation of thethenknownworld(Col.1:23).

InActs1through 12 wefind Peter witnessing tothe Jews. His
messageis” Repent”. In Acts13-28, wefind Paul witnessingtothe
Gentiles.Hesays, “Believe”.

Actsisafineguidebook to missions. It showsthe motivefor
missions- bringing mento asaving knowledgeof JesusChrist. The
firstchurchpursuedadefiniteprogramincarryingoutitsplans- they
choseagrest radiating center of popul ationfor abase. Thedependence
was upon the Holy Spirit, and there was great zeal. Paul’ sthree
missionary journeyswereprimeexamplesof effectivemissionary
work.

Lesson 27 - ROMANS

Thisisthefirst of theEpistles. 13werewritten by Paul, soare
calledthePaulineEpistles. (ThisincludesHebrews, althoughweare
not certainthat Paul wasitsauthor.) Paul wasborn of pure Jewish
stock. Thecombination of Roman citizenship, Greek educationand
Hebrew religionwonderfully qualified himfor hisgreat work.

VisitorsfromRome, inJerusalemfor thePassover and converted
at Pentecost, went back to the capital, carrying the seed of the
gospel, and planted thechurchthere. 28 yearslater Paul waseager
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to visit it and sent thisletter from Corinth, where he spent three
monthsonhisthirdmissionary journey.

TheBook of RomansshowsGod’ smethod of makingguilty men
good. Itisthegreatest document on our salvation.

Outline: Chapters1-8aredoctrinal. Thefirst threechapters(see
especialy 1:18 and 3:20) show theterriblesinful condition of man.
Therighteousnessof God giventhroughjustificationfollows(3:21-
5:11). Next comesthe message of the sanctification of thesaints
(5:12-8:39).

Chapters 9-11 are dispensational, showing God’ s purpose with
| srael throughout history.
Thelast four chapters, 12-16, arepractical, showingaChristian’s

duty.
Lesson 28 - FIRST AND SECOND CORINTHIANS

Carnal Corinthwasthesincenter of theRoman EmpireinPaul’s
day. It wasthe most important city of all Greece. Itswealth was
fabulous. Baseimmorality wasrampant.

Against thiscorrupt background, Paul preached thegospel in
Corinth, founded thechurch, and wrotethesetwo epistles.

TheCorinthianshad sent adelegationwithaletter (7:1,16:17),
andFir st CorinthiansisPaul’ sanswer concerning conditionsinthat
church. Carnality had entered, and thereweredivisions. Christians
weregoingtothelaw against Christiansandbehavior at thecommunion
tablewasdisgraceful. Thewomenwerenot modest and thechurch
membershipwasarguingover marriageand spiritual gifts.

Paul givesmany proofsof Christ’ sresurrectionin Chapter 15.

Paul wrote Second Corinthiansto express hisjoy over the
encouraging newsof how hisfirstletter wasreceived, andtodefend
hisapostleship. Hegivesmoreof hispersonal history inthisletter
thaninany other.

Theepistlebeginswith“comfort” (I:3) and closeswith* comfort”
(13:12).

23



Lesson 29 - GALATIANS

DuringPaul’ ssecond missionary journey hefoundedthechurches
in Galatia, arural area. Teachers of the law had followed Paul,
teaching sal vation by works. Fal seteachershad begunto“ bewitch”
thepeopleby telling themthey must keep all kindsof ceremonies.
Paul wanted themto know that nothing, noworks, could bringthem
to Christ. Salvation comesby believing on Christ - nothing el se.
When Paul heardthe Gal atianswereonthevergeof accepting the
viewsof thesefal seteachers, thematter seemed so urgent that he
wrotetheletter himself (6:11).

ThisepistleistheChristian’ sDeclaration of Independence. It
contrastslaw and grace.

It is a stern, severe and solemn message. It contains no
commendation or praiseor thanksgiving. No oneismentioned by
name. Thereisemotionandstrongfeeling - thisisafighting epistle.
ItwasMartinLuther’ sfavoriteepistle. Itisthestrongest declaration
and defenseof thedoctrineof justificationby faithinall Scripture.

Lesson 30 - EPHESIANS

Thisisoneof thefour prison epistles(Philippians, Col ossians
and Philemon are the others). It shows the great mystery of the
Church. Itissometimescalled“Paul’ sHoly of holies”, or “Paul’ s
third-heavenepistle”.

Paul had beenforbiddenby theHoly Spirittoenter Asia- where
Ephesus was the prominent center - on his second missionary
journey. He went into Europe as far as Corinth, after which he
returned by way of Ephesus. Hereturnedthereon histhirdjourney
and hadaministry thereof twoyears(Acts18:19and 19:8-10). The
peopleof Ephesusheard moreBibleteaching from Paul thandid any
other people. Hemet oppositionthere, but God preserved him. He
lovedthechurchat Ephesus.

Anoutlineof thisdeeply spiritual book may behelpful:

1. Thebeliever'sposition-“inChrist”, “intheheavenlies’;

chap. 1-3.
2. Thebeliever’ swalk, chap. 4-6.
Ecclesiastically-ch.4
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Morally-ch.5
Socially-ch.5:21-6:9
Martially - 6:10-24.

Lesson 31- PHILIPPIANSAND COLOSSIANS

Theseepistles, like Ephesiansand Philemon, werewrittenfrom
prison.

Philippians is basically a “thank you” letter carried by
Epaphroditustothechurchat Philippi expressing thegratitude of
Paul and Timothy for thegift they had received.

Paul had aspecial lovefor thechurchat Philippi. Hehad met with
agroup of women by theriversideand L ydiawassaved. L ater Paul
and Silaswerethrowninto prison and beaten. At midnight, asthey
prayed and praised God, agreat earthquakerocked theprison. The
jailerand hisfamily believedin Christ and werebaptized (Acts 16).

Joy isthekeynoteof thebook: Joy insuffering, chapter 1; Joyin
service, chapter 2; Joy in Christ, chapter 3, and Joy in contentment,
chapter 4.

Paul wrote Col ossiansbecauseheresy wasbeing taught and he
hadtocorrectit. TheChristiansthoughtthey shouldretaincircumcision,
their food-lawsandfestivalsand angel intermediaries. They did not
understand theideaof thedeity of Christ, sothey didn’t understand
that everything they needed could befoundin Jesus.

Paul correctsthem:

1. Doctrinally, chapters1 and 2.
2. Practically, chapters3and 4.

Lesson 32 - FIRST AND SECOND THESSAL ONIANS

Paul and Silasfounded the church at Thessal onicaon Paul’ s
second missionary journey (Acts17:1-10). They stayedlessthana
month because of themob gathered by the Jews. Theyoung church
showed remarkabl e strength. Itsmemberswere chiefly Gentiles
convertedfromheathenismandthey werefacing ahostileand pagan
environment.

Paul wasanxioustoknow how they wereprogressing. Timothy
brought himnews(3:6), and hewanted to encouragethemto persist
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in faith. 1 Thessalonians contains little doctrine but much
encouragement. Paul speaks much of the second coming of Jesus
(1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:16-18 and 5:23) asan incentiveto Christian
livingandservice.

2Thessalonianswaswrittenshortly after thefirst. Itsthemeis
thesecond coming of Christ. Somehad been confused aboutitfrom
thefirst letter. Thisletter announceseventsthat will precedeHis
coming and encouragesthe Christiansto endure persecution, to be
industriousandtowait patiently for Christ’ sreturn.

Lesson 33 - FIRST AND SECOND TIMOTHY

Thethree letters, 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus, are known as
pastoral epistlesbecausethey aretaken upwithadvicegivenby a
maturepastor to younger menwhointurnwould betraining others
for thepastoral office.

Timothy’ sfather wasGreek but hismother wasJewish. Hewas
converted when perhapsfifteenyearsoldwhenPaul visitedhishome
town of Lystra (Acts 16:1-3; 1 Tim. 1:2). Seven years later he
becamePaul’ smissionary companion.

1Timothy - After hisfirstimprisonment Paul visited Ephesus.
When he had to leave, he left Timothy in charge of the work.
Timothy, ashy and sensitive person, found beingleft aloneasore
trial. Paul wroteto himfrom Corinthtoencouragehimandgivehim
practical advice.

Thekey verseis3:15. Timothy isadvisedtowarnagainstfalse
teaching andto stresstheimportanceof prayer. Clear instructions
aregivenfor churchofficersandfor thequalitiesof agood minister.

2TimothyisPaul’ slastletter, writtenwhilehewasinaRoman
dungeon, believing the time of his departure was near. He was
arrested quitesuddenly at Troasand had not had timetopick uphis
books and parchments (4:13) and his outer cloak. He was alone
(4:10-12) and expected to beexecuted. Hewroteurging Timothy to
comeand bring Mark with him and some of thethingshe had | eft
behind.

Thekey themesaresuffering, service, apostasy and Scripture.
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Lesson 34- TITUSAND PHILEMON

Tituswasapure Gentileand was al so one of Paul’ sconverts
(1:4). Paul gave Titusthe difficult task of trying to sort out the
problemsin the church at Corinth (2 Cor.7:6,7). Paul had great
confidenceinTitus abilitiesbecauselater hewasleftinCretetoplay
aleading partinthelifeof that difficult church (1:5). Tituswasa
“troubleshooter”, themanto handleadelicatesituation. Heseems
tohavebeenasturdier manthan Timothy and probably moremature.

Theletter isfull of practical adviceandwarning against false
teaching. Themainthemecontai nscounsel sand exhortationsrel ating
toministerial dutiesand doctrines, with special emphasisuponthe
mai ntenance of good works.

Philemon isabeautiful letter of intercession, pleading with
PhilemontoforgiveOnesimus, hisrunaway slave, andrestorehimto
favor.

Philemon was apparently aprosperousman (5-7, 22) and he
probably was Paul’ s convert (v.19). Onesimus had fled away to
Rome where he came under Paul’ sinfluence and was converted
(20).

Herethereisthetestimonial about Onesimus’ changed character
and atender appeal for forgiveness.

Lesson 35- HEBREWS

Thisepistlehasnosignature, but many believeitwaswritten by
Paul. Itwaswritten primarily toHebrew Christians, anditspurpose
wasto show that theglory of the Christian dispensationfar outshone
the Old Testament priesthood. Christistheperfect priest, offering
theperfect sacrifice.

Thefirst ten chapters show that the Son of God issuperior to
angels, toMoses, to Joshua, to Aaron and to M el chizedek. Chapters
11 through 13 show thelifeof faith.

Lesson 36 - JAMES

The author isprobably the brother of Jesuswho becamethe
leader of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17;15:13). He was
martyredinA.D. 62.
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Theletter wasapparently written to the Jewish convertswho
livedoutsidetheHoly Land, butitsmessageissoclear and practical
thatitappliestothelivesof all Christians. Itsmainthemeispractical
religion, manifestingitself ingoodworks.

Some passagesapply to Christiansin particul ar circumstances:
for those under pressure (1:2-4), for wealthy Christians (1:9-11,
5:1-6), for their attitudesaschurch members(2:1-9), for thosein
leadership (3:1), andfor thosewho arewavering (5:19-20).

Jamesusesvivid picturelanguagetoillustrate histeaching. Look
attheseexamples: 1:6,11,17,23,26; 3:3,5,7,12; 4:14; 5:1-2,7.

Lesson 37 - FIRST AND SECOND PETER

1 Peter isaletter tosuffering Christianswhowerebewildered
becausethey werebeing persecuted. Itislively andwrittenfromthe
heart, andit readsmorelikeasermonthananessay. Thekey word
“suffering” occurs15or moretimes.

Peter talksabout theglorioussal vationin Christandthebeliever's
life, hisposition and duties. Hedescribescivil and social duties,
general good citizenship and dutiesinthehousehold of faith. He
describes Christ asthe source of hope (1:3), the sacrificial lamb
(1:19), thechief corner stone(2:6), theperfect example(2:21), the
ideal sufferer (2:23), the sin bearer (2:24), the shepherd of souls
(2:25),andtheexaltedLord (3:22).

2 Peter isawarning against corrupt teachers and scoffers.
Great emphasisislaid upontheWord of God and the certainty of
fulfillment of thedivinepromises. Like2 Timothy, 2 Peter stresses
that theendisnear andthat periloustimesareahead for thechurch.

Peter’ sepistleslist seven preciousthings: fiery trials(1:7), the
blood of Christ (1:19), thelivingstone(2:4), Christ Himself (2:6), the
meek and quiet spirit (3:4), thebeliever’ sfaith(2Pet.1:1), andthe
divinepromises(2Pet.1:4).

Lesson 38 - FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD JOHN AND
JUDE

TheApostleJohnwrotethesethreel etters.
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1John-Thismay beentitled“ TheEpistleof Certainties’. Its
key wordsarefellowship, know andlove. Itlaysgreat stressonthe
spiritual knowledgeavailabletobelievers. Theword*know” orits
equivalent occursover 30times. Thecentral themeis:

1.GodisLifeandLight, chap. 1and 2:

2. GodisRighteousL ove, chap. 3and 4:

3. Faithand L oveareovercoming principlesintheconflict with
theworldandall evil powers, chap. 5.

2Johnwaswrittentowarnfriendsagainst heresy and association
withfalseteachers(vs.7-11). Theword*love” appearsfour times
and*“truth” fivetimes.

3 John waswrittento Gaius, aconsistent Christian givento
hospitality. Thesubject matter centersaround himandtwo others,
Diotrephes, whom Johnwill rebukewhenthey meet, and Demetrius,
amodel Christian of excellent reputation.

Judewaswritten by theyounger brother of Jesusand James.
Judewritestoagroup of Christiansthreatened fromwithinby men
who have “slipped in” and are creating division by their false
teaching. Jude’ sintentionistostiffentheresistancetosuchteachers.

Lesson 39- REVELATION

Thisbook waswrittenby Johnwhilehewasinexileonthelsle
of Patmos. It waswritten during atimeof persecution (2:13) and
therewasworseto come(2:10), asworship of the Roman emperor
becameobligatory. Sotheletterstothechurches, and thebook as
awhole, wereneeded to encouragethe Christiansto stand firm.

Thebook isdifficulttounderstand, butitisextremely important,
foritgivesthepictureof what isleading uptothegreat consummation
of all prophecies, when evil isjudged and Christisestablished as
Kingineternal glory.

Thisistheonly book intheBiblethat containsaspecial promise
to obedient readers (1:3), and pronounces a curse on those who
tamper withitscontents(22:18,19).
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Lesson 40- OUTLINE OF REVELATION

1. Prologue1:1-20
2. Sevenletterstosevenchurches2:1-3:22
3.Avisionof heaven4:1-11
4. Thesevenseas5:1-8:5
5. Theseventrumpets8:6-11:19
6. Sevensigns12:2-14:20
7. Thesevenbowls15:1-16:21
8. Thereignandruinof theAntichrist 17:1-20:15
9. Thecity of God 12:1-22:5
10. Epilogue22:6-21

Theclosing chaptersof Revelation containastriking contrast to
theopening chaptersof Genesis.

Genesisspeaksof thecreation of thesun, theentranceof sininto
theworld, thecursepronounced, Satan’ striumphandtheexclusion
fromthe"treeof life”.

Revelationtellsof aplacewheretherewill beno need of thesun,
sinwill bebanished, thecursewill beended, Satan overthrownand
therewill beadmissiontothetreeof life.

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”
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DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE

Y oumay havedecided fromthetitleof thiscourse
that it wasgoingtobevery difficult and, perhaps, dull.
Butyouwill find, instead, that theselessonswill group
together thefactsscattered throughout the Scripture
about the important truths of our faith. The word
"doctrine" really means"teaching”, and theseteachings
will answer questionsthat you have had, and that your
peoplewill ask youover and over againinthefuture
yearsof your ministry. By your careful study youwill be
abletoteachthem sothey will not be" carried away by
strangedoctrines’ (Heb. 13:9).

Note: Much of thematerial for theselessonscomes
from these two fine books: 100 Bible Lessons, by
DouglasAlban, published by Gospel Literature Service
in Bombay, India, and The Great Doctrines of the
Bible, by William Evans, published by Moody Pressin
Chicago.

CONTENTSOFTHISCOURSE OFSTUDY

Section 1- TheDoctrineof God

Section 2- TheDoctrineof JesusChrist
Section 3- TheDoctrineof theHoly Spirit
Section 4-TheDoctrineof Man

Section 5- TheDoctrineof Salvation
Section 6- TheDoctrineof theChurch
Section 7- TheDoctrineof the Scriptures
Section 8- TheDoctrineof theAngels
Section 9- TheDoctrine of Satan

Section 10- TheDoctrineof theLast Things
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SECTION 1
THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

Lesson1- THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

Therearemany proofsthat God exists. Inthislessonwewill
consider afew of them:

1. Proof from Scripture- TheBibleopenswiththepositive
fact that God doesexist (Gen. 1:1) andit plainly statesthatitisthe
fool whodeniesHisexistence(Psa.14:1).

2. Proof from cr eation - Thebeauty and glory of theheavens
testify that God exists (Psa.19:1), and creation teaches about the
eternal glory of the Godhead (Rom. 1:20).

3. Proof from conscience- Manisbornwithauniversal belief
inasupremeBeing.

4. Other evidences- Thereare many other evidences of the
existenceof God, suchas:

- Theworld is here. Somebody or something must have
broughtitintobeing.

- Itsdesign showsitistheresult of asuperior planning mind.

- Manhasanintellectual and moral nature, showingthat the
Creator must bealiving, intelligent, moral being.

- Lifemust have abeginning, and must have comefroma
Beinghavingeternd life.

Conclusion: - Consider Heb. 11:6 -"He that comes to God
must believethat Heis’. Let uscomeaschildreninsimplefaith,
based ontherevel ation of Godin Scriptureand nature, believingand
trustingHimcompletely.

Lesson 2- THE PERSON OF GOD

The only true knowledge about God can be gained from the
Bible(Jdn. 1:18; 1Jn.4:12). Let usexamineafew factsit givesabout
Him.
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1.His per sonality - Personality ischaracterized by possessing
knowledge, feelingandwill power. Our Godisanindividual thatis
livingand hasdefinitecharacteristics(Jer.10:10, 1 Thess.1:9).

2.Hisnature- GodisaSpirit. A spirit hasneither flesh, bones
or blood (Jn. 4:24).

3. Hisunity - TheLord our GodisONE God, incontrast tothe
plurality of pagangods(Deut. 6:4; 1sa.44.6).

Conclusion - The more we learn about Him, the more we
realizethat our Godisagreat God!

Lesson 3- THE NATURAL ATTRIBUTESOF GOD

Does the word attribute sound difficult? It simply means a
quality, or auniguecharacteristic of something. Inthislessonwewill
study some of theattributesof God.

1. Heiseternal - To bethe true God He must have neither
beginningnorending (Psa. 90:2; 1 Tim. 1:17).

2.Heisunchangeable- (1 Sam. 15:29; Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17).

3.Heis omnipotent - That meansHe possessesall power (Job
42:2; Jer. 32:27).

4.Heis omnipresent - thatis, Heispresent everywhereat one
andthesametime (Psa. 139:7-9).

5.Heisomniscient - Hehasall knowledge (1 Chron. 28:9; 2
Chron. 16:9; Psa.94:11; Job 42:2; | sa. 40:28).

Conclusion - Poor, pitiful manmust haveaGodwith all of the
attributeswe havestudiedinthislesson. Why iseach one of them
essential tomen?

Lesson 4- GOD’'SMORAL ATTRIBUTES

Each one of the moral attributes of God could become the
subject of asermon. L et usnoticesomeof them:

1. Godisholy (Ex. 15:11; Isa. 6:3; 1 Pet. 1:16).

2. Godisrighteous(Psa. 116:5; Ezra9:15; Jer. 12:1).

3. Godismerciful (Psa. 103:8; Rom. 9:18).

4. Godisloving (1 Jn. 4:8-16; Jn. 3:16; Jn. 16:27).

5. Godisfaithful (1 Cor.1:9; 2 Tim. 2:13).
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In weeks ahead, consider these other moral attributes of our
God: Heisglorious(Ex. 15:11; Psa. 145:5); gracious(Ex. 34:6;
Psa. 116:5); longsuffering (Num. 14:18; Micah 7:18); jealous
(Josh. 24:19; Nahum 1:2); compassionate(1Kings8:23); great (2
Chron. 2:5; Psa. 86:10); unsear chable (Job 11:7; Psa. 145:3);
invisible(Job23:8,9; 1 Tim. 1:17); good (Psa. 25:8; Psa. 119:68);
upright (Psa. 25:8; Psa. 92:15); immutable (Psa. 102:26,27; Jas.
1:17);light (Isa. 60:19; 1 Jn. 1:5; true(Jer. 10: 10); per fect (Matt.
5:48); incorruptible(Rom. 1:23); immortal (1 Tim. 1:17;6:16); a
consumingfire(Heb. 12:29), andthereisnonelikeHim (Ex. 9:14;
Deut.33:26).

Conclusion: Theholinessof God demanded punishmentfor sin.
How can God bebothloving and demand holinessat thesametime?
How can Hebeboth merciful andjust at the sametimetoaguilty
sinner?Theanswer canbefoundonly inCalvary, theexpression of
thewrath of God against sinand themercy of God towardtheguilty
snner.

Lesson5- THE TRINITY

ThereisoneGod, eternally existingand manifesting Himself to
usinthreePersons; Father, Sonand Holy Spirit.

Consider these Scripturereferencesthat provethe Trinity:

1. Thebaptism of Jesusin M att. 3:13-17 - The Father spoke
fromheaven, the Son wasbaptized, and theHoly Spirit descended
likeadoveand alighted onthe Saviour.

2. Thebaptismal formulain Matt. 28:19- “baptizinginthe
Nameof theFather, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”

3. Thebenedictionof 2Cor. 13:14 - “Thegraceof theLord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost.”

4. Therecord of the creation of man usesplural terms-
Gen. 1:26: “ Let usmakemaninour image, after our likeness.”

Conclusion - Man, too, isatripartite(that means, havingthree
parts) being - body, soul and spirit - for weare madeintheimage of
God
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SECTIONZ2
THEDOCTRINE OF JESUSCHRIST

Lesson 6- PROPHECIESFULFILLED

With each of these statementsabout Jesusyou will seetheOld
Testament prophecy, followed by theNew Testament record of its
fulfillment hundredsof yearslater. Theseareamazing facts!

1. Christ would come out of Israel - Num. 24:17-19;
Matt. 1:17.

2. Christ would bebornof thefamily of David and of thetribe
of Judah- Gen.49:10and Isa. 11:1; Luke 1:31-33.

3.Hewould beborninBethlehem - Micah 5:2; Luke 2:4-7.

4.Hewouldbebornof avirgin- Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18, 22, 23.

5. Christ’ scoming wasannounced by aforerunner - 1sa. 40:3;
Matt. 3:3.

6. TheMessiah would be God - Isa. 9:6; John |:14.

7.Hewould spend part of Hischildhoodin Egypt- Hos. 11.1;
Mait. 2:13-18.

8. Hewould suffer and make atonement for sin - 1sa.53:46; 2
Cor.5:21.

9. Hewould rideinto Jerusalem on acolt - Zech.9:9;
Matt. 21:2-5.

10. Hewouldbegivengall andvinegar inHisagony onthecross-
Psa. 69:21; Matt. 27:34.

11. Not abonewould bebroken, contrary to Roman crucifixion
practices- Psa. 34:20; John 19:33-36.

12. Menwould cast lotsfor Hisgarments - Psa. 22:18;

Matt. 27:36.

13. Hewould utter certainwordsinHisdyingagony - Psa.22:1;
Mark 15:34.

14. Hewouldriseagainfromthedead - Psa.16:10; Acts2:3.

Conclusion - Each of these propheciesisanother evidence of
the power and omniscience of our God!
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Lesson 7- THE DEITY OF CHRIST

Weknow that JesusisGod for He possessestheattributesthat
belongonly to God. Study theseversesthat show them.

1. Heiseternal - Micah 5:2, also John 8:58; Col. 1:17,;
Rev.1:8.

2. Heisunchangeable - Heb. 13:8.

3. Heisomnipotent - Luke 8:24; also Matt. 28:18).

4. Heisomnipresent - Matt. 18:20; John 1:48; John 3:13;
Matt. 28:20.

5.Heisomniscient - Mark 11:2-6; John 2:24,25; Luke5:22;
Matt. 24:3-31).

6. Heis holy - Mark 1:24; sinless - 1 Peter 2:22; John 19:4.

7.Heisjust - John2:14-17,inthecleansing of the Temple; Acts
17:31, arighteousJudge.

8. Heisloving - John 15:13, also John 11:36.

9. Heismerciful - Titus3:5- Hedied for us.

10. Heisfaithful - 2 Tim. 2:13.

Thefiveworksof God are ascribed to Jesus: cr eation (John
1:3); preservation (Heb. 1:3); for giveness(Luke7:48); raisingthe
dead (John 6:39) andjudgment (John 5:22).

Conclusion - Thefact of Jesus’ resurrection isthe strongest
proof that Heis God.

Lesson 8- THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST

Inorder to bethe Saviour, Jesushadto benot only divineand
virginborn, but Hemust a'sobeatrueman (1 Tim.2:5). Noticethese
evidencesof Hishumanity:

1. Hewasgivenhuman names(Matt. 1:21). Thephrase*” Son
of man” occurs77times.

2.Hehad human ancestry (Matt. 1:1-16).

3.Hehungered (Matt. 4:2) and thirsted (John 4:7, 19:28).

4. Hebecameweary (John 4:6); He slept (Matt. 8:24).

5.Heloved (Mark 10:21, John 11:36); had compassion
(Matt. 9:36).
6. Hewasangry and grieved (Mark 3:4).
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7. He groaned (John 11:33); He wept (John 11:35, Luke
19:41).

8. He possessed body (John 1:14); soul (Matt.26:38); and
spirit (Luke23:46).

9. Hedied (Heb. 9:27 and L uke 23:33).

Conclusion - God and man - Hallel ujah, what aSaviour!

Lesson 9- THE LIFE OF CHRIST, PART ONE

Many detail sarerecorded about theearthly yearsof our Lord:
1. AsGod, Jesushasalwaysexisted. Hewasbeforeall things.
2. Hisbirth of the Virgin Mary isrecorded by Matthew and
Luke.
3. Hewascircumcised at the age of eight days(Luke2:21).
4. He was taken to the Templ e of Jerusalem when he was 12
(Luke2:41-48).

5.Hespenttheearly yearsof Hislifeasacarpenterin Nazareth
(Mark 6:3).

6. Thefirst six monthsof Hisministry werein Judea, Samaria
andGalilee.

7. Thesecond stage covered six to eight monthsof preaching,
healingthesick and performing miraclesin Capernaumand Galil ee.
Hereisthescopeof Jesus’ miracles:

A. Over nature(Matt. 8:26,27).

B. Over devils (Mark 5:12-13, Matt. 8:28-32; 9:32,33;
15:22-28; 17:14-18; Mark 1:23-27).

C. Over disease - palsy (Matt.8:13; 9:6); impotent man
(John5:9); curingawithered hand (Matt. 12:13); spirit of infirmity
(Luke:12); stanched aflow of blood, (Matt.9:22); cured dropsy
(Luke 14:2); healed fever (Matt.8:15); gave speech to the dumb
(Matt. 9:33); sight to the blind (John 9:1:38); hearing to the deaf
(Matt.11:5); curedleprosy (Matt. 8:3, Luke17:19).

Jesushealed at | east ten different kindsof sicknesses.

D. Over death- Lazarus(John 11:43,44); Jairus' daughter
(Matt. 9:18-26); son of widow of Nain (Luke7:12-15).

E. Miscellaneous- water towine (John 2:1-11); feeding of
5000 (John 6:1-14); walking on sea(John 6:15-21); feeding of 4000
(Matt. 15:32-39); cursingthefigtree(Matt. 21:18-22); finding coin
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inthefish’ smouth (Matt. 17:27), and miracul ousdraught of fishes
(Luke5:1-11and John 21:6)

F. Hisown resurrection wasthe greatest miracleof all (1
Cor.15:4; Rom. 1:4)

Lesson 10- THE LIFE OF CHRIST, CONCLUDED

8. Thethird stage, thelater Galileanministry, | asted about ayear
in and about Galilee. Crowds followed Him. He preached the
Sermon onthe Mount (Matt. 5, 6 and 7).

9. Inthenext stage, the Phariseeshound Himto seek Hislife.
Jesustravel sto Capernaum, Phoenicia, Bethsaida, Caesareaand
Philippi andfinally re-entersGalilee.

10. The last six months were spent teaching, preaching and

traveling.

11. The last week included Palm Sunday, the Last Supper,
Gethsemane, thetrialsand death by thecross.

12. Threedayslater, asprophesied, Jesusrosefrom the dead.

13. Forty days after the resurrection He ascended visibly and
bodily intoheaven (Acts1:10,11).

Discussion - What eventsin hisearthly lifeshow Christ’ sdeity?
What eventsdemonstrated Hishumanity?

Lesson 11 - THE RESURRECTION OF JESUSCHRIST

Theresurrectionismentioned 104 timesintheNew Testament
andisthefoundation doctrineof the Scriptures. Christianity isthe
onlyreligionwithalivingoriginator!

1. Evidencesof theresurrection

1. Theempty tomb - Matt. 28:6; Luke 24:3.

2. Thetestimony of angels- Matt. 28:46 and L uke 24:5-7.

3. Peopletalkedto Him after theresurrection: Peter, Mary,
Cleopasand Thomas.

4. Jesus ate and drank, and showed hiswounds.

5. 500 saw Him at onetime- 1 Cor. 15:6.

6. He appeared to Stephen at hismartyrdom - Acts 7:56.

7. He appeared to Paul on the Damascusroad - Acts 9:5.

8. Millionshaveproved Himtobealiving Saviour.
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9. Many otherinfallibleproofs- Acts1:3.
2.What Hisresurrection body waslike:
1. It had flesh and bones - L uke 24:39.
2. Itwasagloriousbody - Phil. 3:21.
3. It wasan immortal body, onethat will never die- Rom.
6:9.
4. It was aspiritual body - 1 Cor. 15:44.
Conclusion - Today the most feared conqueror is death, but
resurrectionisagreater power, for it completely breaksthe power
of thegrave.

SECTION3
THEDOCTRINEOFTHEHOLY SPIRIT

Lesson 12- THE PERSONALITY OF THEHOLY SPIRIT

Why dowesay that the Holy Spiritisaperson?Hereare some
reasons.
1. The Bible uses personal pronounsin referring to the
Holy Spirit.
In John 16:7-8 and 13-15 the Greek masculine pronoun
“He” isused of theHoly Spirit. Seealso John 15:26.
2. He possesses char acteristics of a per son.
1. Will power - 1 Cor. 12:11
2.Intelligence- Neh. 9:20, Rom.8:27
3. Knowledge- | Cor. 2:10-12
4. Power - Act 1:8
5. Capacity for love- Rom. 15:30
6. Capacity for grief - Eph. 4:30
3. Hedoesthingsthat only a person can do.
1. Searchesthe deep things of God - 1 Cor. 2:10.
2. Speaks- Rev. 2:7, and criesout - Gal. 4:6.
3. Intercedes - Rom. 8:26.
4. Testifies -In.15:26, and teaches-Jn.14:26,Jn.16:12-14.
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5. Leadsand directs- Rom. 8:14.
6. Commands- Acts 16:6,7; callsmen to work and gives
themtasks- Acts13:2.
Heisthe official Comforter - John 14:16. The Greek word
“Parakletos’ means“onealongside’. Heisapersona companion.
Conclusion - The Holy Spirit is aperson because He thinks,
purposes, feels, knows, wills, lovesand grievesand performsthe
actionsof aperson.

Lesson 13- THEDEITY OFTHEHOLY SPIRIT

TheHoly SpiritisGod Almighty, equal tothe Father andthe
Soninevery respect.
1. TheHoly Spirit possesses divine attributes.
1. Eternal - Heb. 9:14
2. Omnipresent - Psa. 139:7-10
3. Omnipotent - Lukel:35; Gen.1:27
4. Omniscient-1Cor.2:10,l1
5.Holiness- Luke11:13
6. Truth- 1 John 5:6
7.Benevolence- Neh. 9:20
8. Communion-2Cor. 13:14
2. TheHoly Spirit does things that only God can do.
1. Creation - Job 33:4
2.Salvation-1Cor.6:11, alsosealing - Eph.1:13.
3.Givinglife- John 6:63.
4. Author of thenew birth - John 3:5,6.
5. Prophecy - 2 Pet.1:21.
6. Convincing men of righteousnessand of judgment to come
-Jn. 16:8-11.
Assignment - List three passages in the Old Testament,
besidesthe onesgiven above, which speak of theHoly Spirit.

Lesson 14 - NAMES AND EMBLEMS OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT

1. Some of the names of the Holy Spirit:
1. TheHoly Spirit- Luke11:13.
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2. The Spirit of Grace- Heb. 10:29.
3. TheSpiritof Burning-Matt.3:11,12and Isa.4:4.
4. TheSpiritof Truth-Jn.14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1.Jn.5:6.
5.TheSpiritof Life- Rom.8:2.
6. The Spirit of Wisdom and Knowledge - Isa 11:2;
61:1,2; Luke4:18.
7. The Spirit of Promise- Eph. 1:13.
8. The Spirit of Glory - 1 Pet.4:14.
9. The Spirit of God,and of Christ-1Cor.3:16;Rom.8:9.
10. The Comforter - John 14:16.
2. Emblemsof theHoly Spirit
1. Water - John 3:5; 7:38,39 - Water fertilizes, refreshes,
cleanses, isfreely given, isabundant.
2.Fire-Matt.3:11- Fireilluminates, burns, purifies, searches.
3.Wind- John 3:8- Windispowerful, reviving, independent,
invisiblebut effective.
4. Oil - Psa. 45:7. Oil consecrates, comforts, illuminates,
heals.
5.Rainanddew - Psa.72:6. Rainisrefreshing, cleansing,
abundant, and it producesfruit.
6. Dove- Matt. 3:16. Thedoveisgentle.
7.Voice- Isa. 6:8. Thevoiceguides, speaksand warns.
8. Seal - Rev. 7:2and Eph. 4:30. A seal authenticatesand
secures.
Discussion - How aretheworks of the Holy Spirit, shown in
each of theseemblems, important tothe Christian?

Lesson 15- OFFENSESAGAINST THEHOLY SPIRIT

Someoffensesagainst the Spirit arecommitted by unbelievers,
andothersarecommitted by thebeliever. Thesemay overlapinsome
cases. Theimportant factisthat sinning against the Spiritisfraught
withterribleconsequences.

1. Offensescommitted by theunbeliever:

1. ResistingtheHoly Ghost - Acts 7:51.
2. InsultingtheHoly Spirit- Heb. 10:29.
3. BlasphemingtheHoly Spirit- Matt. 12:31,32.

2. Offensescommitted by the believer:
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1. Grievingthe Spirit - Eph. 4:30,31; I sa. 63:10.
2.LyingtotheHoly Spirit- Acts5:3,4.
3. Quenchingthe Spirit- 1 Thes. 5:19.
Conclusion - Resisting hasto dowith theregenerating work of
the Spirit. Grieving hasto dowiththeindwelling Spirit. Quenching
hasto dowith theenduement of the Spirit for service.

SECTION 4
THE DOCTRINE OF MAN

Lesson 16 - THE ORIGINAL CONDITION OF MAN

Manwasmadeintheimageand|likenessof God- Gen. 1:26 and
9:6. Imagemeanstheshadow or outlineof afigure. Likenessdenotes
theresemblanceof that shadow tothefigure.

1. Theimage of God doesnot denotephysical likeness, for God
isspirit.

2. Theorigina manwasintelligent. Hegavenamestoanimals
(Gen. 2:19,20). He had the power of speech, of reasoning and
thought.

3. Hepossessed moral and spiritual abilities.

Discussion - How waslifedifferent for menbeforethefall from
lifetoday?

Lesson 17- THE FALL OF MAN

Thestory of thefall of manistaught by other religions, aswell
asby Christianity. Genesis3givesafull account of thisawful tragedy
inthehistory of man.

This story doesnot tell of theentranceof sininto the uni-verse,
for Satan had already sinned and been cast out of heaven
(Ezek.28:12-15andlsa. 14:9-14). Thestory tellshow sin entered
the humanraceand madeussinners.

1. Theagent in thefall - Gen. 3:1.
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1. Satan did not appear inhisown person, but asabeautiful
serpent.

2. He made the attack when Adam and Eve were apart -
thereisstrengthinunity.

3. Hemadetheattack through proper appetites- thedesire
for food and knowledge- but they werenot controlled.

2. Stepsleading tothefall:

1. Evewastoo closeto thetree - she should have fled the
placeof temptation.

2. Shewasadmiring theforbiddenthing.

3. Sheconversedwiththedevil.

4. ShetamperedwiththeWord of God. Sheadded “ neither
shall youtouchit”, shesubtracted*” freely”, and shetoned downthe
Wordof God by changing“Y oushall surely die” to“lestyoudie”.

Discussion - What are the tactics of Satan in tempting
people today? Have they changed greatly, or stayed largely the
same?

Lesson 18- RESULTSOF THE FALL

1. Immediateresults:
1. They becamesinners- their spiritual lifedied - Eph.2:1.
2. Their eyeswere opened and they knew they werenaked.
3. They hid from the presence of God - sin separates man
fromGod.
2. God pronouncescur ses - Gen. 3:14-19.

1. Ontheserpent: Cursed aboveevery beast of thefield.

2.0Onthewoman: Painand sorrow inchildbirth.

3. Ontheman: Theground cursedto bringforththornsand
thistles. Hislifetobeoneof sorrow; tomakealivingwith perspiration.
Todieandreturntothedust fromwhich hecame

3. Eventual results:

1. All men arenow sinnersbefore God - Rom. 5:12.

2. Thewholeworldrestsunder condemnation- Rom. 3:19.

3. Unregeneratemen areregarded aschildren of thedevil,
not sons of God - John 8:44.

4. The whole human race has become captive to Satan - 2
Cor. 4:4.
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5. Theentirenature of man mentally, morally, spiritually
and physically, hasbeen affected by sin- Eph. 4:18; Rom. 7:18.
Conclusion - Withthefall of man God promised aRedeemer
andtheplan of salvation (Gen.3:15). Godfulfilled thisabout 4000
yearslater at Calvary.

SECTIONFIVE
THEDOCTRINESOF SALVATION

Lesson 19 - REPENTANCE

Repentanceisavery prominent subjectinthe Scriptures, being
mentioned over 100times.
1. Definition of repentance:

1. Negative- Itisnot merely sorrow for sin. Many weep over
sin, butimmediately returntoit. Judasl scariot and Esau (Heb.12:17)
showed sorrow for sin, but they did not repent.

2. Positive- Itisachangeof mindthat |eadsto achangeof
conduct - Matt. 21:28-32.

2.Importanceof repentance:

1. Repentance was the theme of John the Baptist - Matt.
3:1,2.

2. Jesus preached repentance - Matt. 4:17.

3. Hecommanded His disciples to preach repentance -
Mark 6:12.

4. After Pentecost thedisciplespreached repentance- Acts
2:38and Acts20:21.

5. 1tisGod’ swish that all repent - 2 Pet. 3:9.

6. Failure to obey God will lead to eternal damnation -

Lukel3:3.
3. Theresultsof repentance:
1. All heavenismadeglad - Luke 15:7,10.
2.1t brings pardon and forgiveness of sin - Isa.55:7 and
Acts3:19.
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3. The Holy Spirit is poured out upon the penitent - Acts
2:38.
Assignment - Prepare asermon outline on Repentance,
using oneof thetextslisted above.

Lesson 20 - FAITH

Faithisfundamental to Christian creed and conduct, for weare
saved by faith - Eph.2:8. As Christ conversed with people and
heal ed them, Helooked for the characteristicsof faithineachone.
Doyouremember theseincidents?

1. The Syrophoenician woman had persevering faith -
Mark 7:26.

2. The centurion manifested ahumblefaith - Matt. 8:8-10.

3. Theblind man showed an earnest faith - Mark 10:51

1. Definition of faith:

1. Faithisbelief, trust, fidelity and loyalty - Heb. 11:1. The
faiththat savesisapersonal trustintheL ord JesusChrist.
2. Therearetwokindsof faithinregardto salvation:

a. Head belief - aknowledgeof thehistorical Christand
ageneral acceptanceof theBible.

b. Heart belief - faithfromtheheart that causestheperson
toactonhisfaith. Truefaithin Christisbelievingtotheextent of
receiving Him - John 1:12 and Col. 2:6. Neither knowledge nor
assentistruefaith; truefaithinvolvesappropriation.

2. Someresults of faith:

1. Wearesaved by faith- Gen. 15:6; Rom.5:1; Gal .3:26.

2.Wearesanctified by faith - Acts26:18.

3. Rest, peace, assurance and joy come through faith -
Isa.26:3; Phil.4:6; Heb.4:1-3;1 Pet.1:5.

4. Wedo exploitsfor God through faith - Heb.11:32-40;
Matt.21:21; John 14:12.

Discussion - Giveexamplesof headand heart faiththat you
haveobserved.
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Lesson 21 - REGENERATION, OR THE NEW BIRTH

Thereisno other way of becomingaChristianbut by beingborn
fromabove.
1. What isregeneration?

1. Regenerationisnot baptism. BaptismisaChurchordinance
signifyingthat oneisalready aChristian.

2.Itisnotreformation. Reformationisahumanact of turning
away from somesins, whileregenerationisspiritual quickening, a
revolution, thesupernatural act of God.

3. Regenerationisaspiritual quickening, anew birth, anew
creation- 2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:1.

2. Thenecessity of thenew birth

1. Everyonemust bebornagain - thereare no exceptions-
John 3:3-7; Gal. 6:15.

2. The sinful condition of man demands it - John 3:6;
Jer.13:23; Rom.7:18; Rom. 8:8.

3. Theholinessof God demandsit - Heb. 12:14.

3. Themeans of regeneration

1. Regenerationisadivinework - John 1:13; Tit. 3:5; John
3:5. Itisaltogether and absol utely thework of God.

2. Thereisalsoahumanside- John 1:2and 13 bringthetwo
thoughts- divineand human - together inregeneration” Thosewho
received Him...werebornof God”.

Conclusion - Manisregenerated by accepting themessage of
thegospel (1Cor.4:15; James1:18, 1Pet. 1:23), and by personally
accepting JesusChrist - John1:12,13and Gal. 3:26.

Lesson 22 - JUSTIFICATION

1. Itsmeaning

It is a change in man’s relation or standing before God.
Regeneration hasto do with the change of the believer’ snature,
justification, withthechangeof hisstandingbeforeGod. Itismore
than pardon; to justify meansto declarerighteous.

Justificationisthejudicial act of God whereby thosewho put
faithinChristaredeclaredrighteousinHiseyes, andfreefromguilt
andsin.
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2. Justification consists of two elements:

1. Theforgivenessof sin, and theremoval of all itsguiltand
punishment - Micah7:18,19; Acts13:38; Rom. 8:1,33,34.

2. Theimputation (giving) of Christ’ srighteousness, and
restorationto God'’ sfavor - 2 Chron. 20:7, James2:23; Rom. 5:17-
21.

3. Themethod of justification

1. Negatively: Not by worksof theLaw - Rom. 3:20 and 28;
Gal.2:16and 3:10.

2. Positively; by God' sfreegrace- Rom. 3:24.

3. By theBlood of JesusChrist - thegraceof justification-
Rom. 3:24;5:9,2Cor.5:21; Heb.9:22.

4.By believingin JesusChrist, theconditionof justification
- Gal.2:16; Rom.3:26; Gal.3:10; Acts13:39.

Discussion - How doesjustification differ from pardon?

Lesson 23 - ADOPTION

1. Themeaningof adoption

“Adoption” means*theplacingof ason”. Itisalegal termused
by the Romans. It meansthetaking by oneman of theson of another
to be his son, so that that son has the same position and all the
advantagesof ason by birth. SeeGal .4:5; Rom. 8:15,23; 9:4; Eph.
1:5.

Exodus2:10andHeb.11:24 furnishtwosplendidillustrationsof
the Scriptural senseand use of adoption.

2. Some of the blessings of adoption:

Weareobjectsof God’ speculiar love (John17:23) andHis
fatherly care(Luke12:27-33).

We have the family name (1 John 3:1; Eph.3:14,15), the
family likeness(Rom.8:29); family love (John 13:35; 1 John 3:14);
afilia spirit(Rom.8:15; Gd .4:6); andafamily service(John 14:23,24;
15:8).

Wereceivefatherly chastisement (Heb.12:5-11); fatherly
comfort (Isa.66:13; 2 Cor.1:4), and an inheritance (1 Pet.1:3-5;
Rom.8:17).

3. The evidence of sonship
Thosewho areadoptedinto God’ sfamily:
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1. Areled by the Spirit (Rom. 8:4; Gal. 5:18).
2.HaveachildlikeconfidenceinGod (Gal. 4:5,6).
3.Haveliberty of accessto God (Eph. 3:12).
4.Havelovefor thebrethren (1 John2:9-11, 5:2).
5. Areobedient (1 John 5:1-3).
Diccussion - What are some of the differencesin beingason
of God and aservant of God?

Lesson 24 - SANCTIFICATION

Sanctification has to do with our character and conduct.
Justificationiswhat God doesfor us, whilesanctificationiswhat God
doesinus.

1. The M eaning of Sanctification

Therearetwothoughtsinthisdefinition:

1. Separationfromevil - 2Chron. 29:5,15-18; 1 Thess. 4:3.

Sanctificationhastodowiththeturningaway fromall thatis

sinful andthat isdefilingto soul and body.

2. Dedicationunto God- Lev. 27:14,16; Num. 8:17, John

10:36. Whatever isdevotedexclusively totheserviceof God

issanctified.

3. Itisused of God - Ezek. 36:23.

2. Timeof Sanctification

Sanctification may be viewed as past, present and future; or
instantaneous, progressiveand compl ete.

1. Instantaneous- 1 Cor. 6:11; Heb. 10:10,14. By asimple
act of faith in Christ the believer is put at once into a state of
sanctification.

2.Progressive- 2 Pet. 3:18; 2Cor. 3:18; 1 Thess. 3:12. We
are being transformed from one degree of character, or glory, to
another.

3.Completeandfinal sanctification- 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 Thess.
3:13.

3. TheMeansof Sanctification

The means are both divine and human: both God and man
cooperatingtowardsthedesired end.

1. Fromthedivineside, itisthework of the Triune God-
GodtheFather - 1 Thess. 5:23,24; John 17:17.
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- JesusChristthe Son- Heb.10:10; Eph.5:25,27; 1 Cor.1:30.
- TheHoly Spirit- 1 Pet.1:2; 2 Thess.2:13.
2. Fromthe human side:

- Faithintheredemptivework of JesusChrist - 1 Cor.1:30.
Hereinliesthesecret of aholy life- momentary appropriation of
JesusChristinall therichesof Hisgracefor every need asit arises.

- Thestudy of the Scripturesand obediencetothem - John
17:17; Eph. 5:26; John 15:3.

Discussion - Discussthetimeel ementsin sanctification, that
is, when does each phase occur?

Lesson 25 - PRAYER

TheChristianlifecannot be sustained without prayer; itisthe
Christian’ svital breath.
1. Thelmportanceof Prayer
1. The neglect of prayer is grievous to the Lord - Isa.
43:21,22;1sa.64:6,7.
2. Many evilscome because of thelack of prayer -Zeph.
1:4-6; Dan. 9:13,14.
3. Itisasinto neglect prayer - 1 Sam. 12:23.
4. To continuein prayer isapositive command - Col.4:2; |
Thess. 5:17.
5. PrayerisGod’ smethodfor ustoreceiveHisgifts- Dan.
9:3; Matt. 7:17-11, 9:24-29; Luke 11:13.
6. The Apostlesregarded prayer astheir most important
activity - Acts6:4; Rom.1:9.
2.How toPray.
Prayer should consist of at | east four parts- remember theword
ACTS.
1. Adoration - praise and worship of God - Psa. 95:6.
2. Confession- repentancefromevery knownsin- Psa.32:5.
3. Thanksgiving- Phil. 4:6.
4. Supplication - intercession, requests, petitions, desires-
1Tim.2:1.
3.HindrancestoPrayer
1. Unbelief - James 1:6,7.
2. Anunforgivingspirit- Mark 11:25.
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3. Iniquity - Psa. 66:18.
4. Askingamiss- James4:3.

4. Some Prayer Promises- Mark 11:24; John 15:7; 1 John
5:14,15; Eph. 3:12,20; Phil. 4:19; Phil. 4:6; Matt. 7:7,8; Luke 11:9-
13; Heb. 4:16.

Discussion - What aresomerecent answersto prayer you have
received?What areyou praying for now?

SECTIONG
THEDOCTRINEOFTHECHURCH

Lesson 26 - DEFINITION AND FOUNDING OF THE
CHURCH

Thesupremebusinessof Godinthisageisthegathering of the
Church.
Definition of theChurch

1. The Christian Church isa New Testament institution
beginning with Pentecost and ending probably withtheRapture, the
Second Comingof Christ.

2. Theword“ Church” comesfromtheGreek word*“ Ecclesi @’
meaning“tocall outfrom”. Christiansarecalled out fromtheworld
systemtobe“inChrist” - 1 Cor. 1:2.

3. Theword Church canrefer toalocal group of believers
-Col.4:15.

4. |tcanasomeantheChurchuniversal - 1 Cor. 15:9. This
termincludesall Christianseverywhere.

5. Thevisible Church consistsof thosewhosenamesareon
local churchrolls, whether savedor not. TheinvisibleChurchismade
up of thosewhosenamesarewrittenintheLamb’sBook of Life-
Rev.21:27.

6. TheChurchmilitant referstothetrue Churchonearth. The
Church triumphant refersto the section of the Church already in
heaven.
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2. Thefoundingof theChurch

1. The Church was founded by Jesus Christ on Peter’s
confession(Matt.16:16-18) that Jesuswas- andis- the Son of God,
theMessiah. Our Saviour did not build thechurch on Peter, but on
thetruthdeclaredin Peter’ swords.

2. Historically, the Churchwasfounded at Pentecost, Acts
2, whenthe Spirit descended. SeeActs2:47,Acts1:13; 5:12; 2:46;
12:12.

Discussion - What are several different meanings of the
word“church”?

Lesson27-MEMBERSHIPIN AND PURPOSE OF THECHURCH

1. Conditionsof member shipintheChurch
1. Repentance - Acts2:38.
2. Faithin Jesus Christ as Saviour, Lord and Son of God
- Matt. 16:16-18.
3. Salvation, regeneration, thenew birth- Acts2:47.
4. BaptismintheNameof theTrinity - Acts2:38.
5. ContinuingintheApostles' doctrine- Acts2:42.
2. Thepurposeof the Church
1. Toworshipandglorify Christ ontheearth - Eph.1:4-6.
2. Toevangelizetheworldwiththegospel - Matt. 28:19-20;
Mark 16:15.
3. To teachand instruct Christians- Eph. 4:11-15; 1 Thess.
5:11; 1Cor. 12:1-31.
4. To witness constantly - Acts 1:8.
Discussion - What mistakesare commonly made about church
membership?

Lesson 28 - SYMBOLS AND ORDINANCES OF THE
CHURCH

1. Biblical symbolsof theChurch

1. Body - Christ isthe Head and we are members of His
body - Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22,23; Coal. 2:19.
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2. A temple, building or dwelling placefor God’ s Spirit -
Eph. 2:20,21. Christisthechief cornerstone, andwearedifferent
partsof thebuilding.
3.Brideof Christ-2Cor. 11:2. Christ isthebridegroom-
John 3:29. Theweddingwill takeplaceinRev. 19:1.
2. Theordinancesof theChurch
Therearetwo of them:
1. Baptism - Matt. 28:19,20; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38-41,
Acts8:36-40; Acts10:47,48
2. The Lord’s Supper - Acts 2:42-46; Acts 20:7; 1Cor.
11:20-34.
Discussion - Explainthemeaning of beingachurchmember,
aspicturedinthesymbolsof the Churchlisted above.

SECTION7
DOCTRINEOFTHE SCRIPTURES

Lesson 29- THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE

1. Somefactsabout the Bible

1. TheBibleisalibrary of 66 books; the Old Testament
contains 39, theNew Testament 27.

2. It waswritten by 36 to 40 authors of different types of
peopleindifferent partsof theworld, over aperiod of 1600 years.

3. TheOld Testament wasoriginally writteninHebrew, with
parts of Daniel and Ezrain Aramaic. The New Testament was
writtenin Greek.

4. TheBibleistheoldest book inexistence. It required 16
centuriestowriteit; thefirst writer died 1450 yearsbeforethelast
writer wasborn.

2. Themeaningof inspiration
1. Theword in Greek istheopneustos, God breathed;
theo = God; pneustos = breathed - 2 Tim. 3:16.
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2. Holy men of God, overshadowed by the Holy Spirit,
wroteat Hiscommand and werekept fromall error.
3. TheBibleclaims inspiration
1. For the writers - 2 Pet. 1:21.
2. For thewritings- 2 Tim. 3:16.
3. For thewords - 1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Pet. 3:2.
Discussion - Whichof theuniquequalitiesof theBibleimpresses
youmost?

Lesson 30- TWO SEVENSABOUT THE BIBLE

1. Seven crowning wonder sof the Bible.

1. Thewonder of itsformation; onebook writteninoneplace
inonelanguage, another book writteninanother country centuries
later inanother language.

2. Thewonder of itsunification;itisalibrary of 66 books,
yet only onebook, for it hasonly oneauthor, theHoly Spirit. There
areno contradictions.

3. Thewonder of itsage; itisthemost ancient of all books.

4. Thewonder of itssale; itisthebest seller of all time.

5. Thewonder of itsinterest; itistheonly book thatisread
by all agesof mankind - by sagesand children, inall nations.

6. Thewonder of itslanguage; writtenlargely by uneducated
men, itisconsidered aliterary masterpiece.

7. Thewonder of itspreservation. Timeand againkingsand
governments have sought to burn and abolish it. Yet God has
preserveditfor ustoday anditisfoundina most every home.

2. Seven symbolsused toillustratethe Word of God
1. A swordthat convictsthe hearer - Heb.4:12.
2. A hammer that breakstheresistance of the hearer - Jer.
23:29.
3. A seed, aliving Word that gives birth to the hearer - 1
Pet. 1:23.
4. A mirror, revealing theindividual to himself - James 1:23,25.
5. A fire, consuming the drossin the hearer - Jer. 20:9 and
23:29.
6. A lamp, guiding the believer day by day - Psa.119:105.
7. Food, feeding thesoul - 1Pet. 2:2; 1Cor. 3.2; Rom. 10:17
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Assignment - Prepare an object lesson, using one of the
symbolsof theWord of God.

Lesson 31-WHY PREACH THE WORD OF GOD?

1. Conviction of sin comesthrough preaching theWord of
God - Acts 2:14:37. In Peter’ s Pentecost sermon nine out of 23
versesarequotationsfromtheOld Testament.

2.Faith comesby hearing theWord of God - Rom.10:17.

3. Cleansing comes from the Word - 2 Cor. 7:1. The
promisesarethewordsof God.

4. Assurancecomesfromthe Word of God - 1 John 5:13.

5. Comfort comesfromtheWord - 1 Thess. 4:18. (These
wordsarethewordsrecordedintheBible).

6. Truth comesfromtheWord of God - Acts17:11.

7. Thenew birth comesfromtheWord - 1 Pet.1:23.

Conclusion - Next to Christ and the Holy Spirit, the Bibleis

God' sthirdgreatest gifttotheworld.

SECTION 8
THE DOCTRINE OF ANGELS

Lesson 32- WHAT THE BIBLE SAYSABOUT ANGELS

1. Their existence

1. Theword“angel” first occursin Gen. 16:7whentheangel
of theLord ministeredto Hagar after Sarah mistreated her.

2. There are many other references to angelsin the Old
Testament - Psa. 104:4; Dan. 10:12,13; 2 Sam. 14:20; Psa. 103:20;
2Kings19:35; 2 Sam. 24:15,16.

3. Jesusbelievedinangels- Matt. 18:10; Mark 13:32 and
8:38; Matt. 13:41 and 26:53.

4. Paul and other Apostlesbelievedinthem-2Thess. 1:17,
Col.2:18; John1:51; Rev. 12:7;22:9; 1 Pet. 3:22; 2 Pet. 2:11; Jude9.
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2. Thenatureof angels

1. They arecreated beings, not the spiritsof thedeparted -
Col.1:16.

2. They arespirits- Psa. 104:4, but sometimesthey appeared
invisibleform - Gen. 19; Judges 2:1; 6:11-22; Matt. 1:20; John
20:12.

3. They are strong - Psa. 103:20; 2 Kings 19:35; 2 Sam.
24:15,16.

4. They areimmortal - Luke 20:35,36.

5. They areinnumerable- Rev.5:11; Heb.12:22; Matt.26:53.

3. Thefall of angels

Originally all angel swerecreated good, but somefell - 2 Peter
2:4; Jude 6. Wedo not know the cause of their fall, perhapspride
and disobedience, thesinsthat caused Satan’ sdownfall - Ezek. 28.

Discussion - Study the verses that tell of Satan’s fall and
discussthereasonsfor it.

Lesson 33- THE WORK OF ANGELS

1. Thework of thefallen angelswho arenow free
1. They oppose God’ s purposes - Dan. 10:10-14.
2. They afflict God’ speople- Luke13:16; Matt. 17:15-18.
3. They execute Satan’ spurposes- Matt.25:41; 12:26,27.
4. They hinder thespiritual lifeof God’ speople- Eph.6:12.
5. They try to deceive God’ speople- 1 Sam. 28:7-20.
Thereisno hopefor their redemption - Jude 6:2; 2 Pet. 2:4;
Matt. 25:41. Their final doomwill beintheeternal fire.
2. Thework of angels
1. In heaven - to honor, worship and servethe Lord God -
Rev.5:11-12,8:3,4.
2.0nearth-running errandsfor theL ord; showing Hagar a
fountain; appearing before Joshuawith adrawn sword; releasing
chainsfrom Peter; opening prisondoors, feeding, strengthening and
defending God’ speople, etc.
3. To exercise God's judgments and purposes - Num.
22:22; Acts12:23; Matt. 13:41.
4. Toguidebelievers- Acts8:26.
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5. Toassist, protect and strengthen saints; Elijahin 1Kings
19; Daniel inthelions’ den- Dan. 6:22; Jesusin Gethsemane- Matt.
4:11.

6. They will accompany our LordwhenHereturns- Matt.
25:31and 1 Thess. 1:7,8.

7. They taketheLord’ schildrentoheaven at death - Luke
16:22.

Discussion - Have you experienced the help of angelsin
yourlife?

SECTION 9
THE DOCTRINE OF SATAN

Lesson 34- THE GREATEST ENEMY OF GOD AND MAN

1. Satan’sorigin

1. Satanisdescribedin Ezek. 28:12-19. Hewasperfectin
beauty, perhapsthechiefest angel. Thensinandiniquity enteredinto
him because of hisprideand hewas cast out of heaven.

2. Heisalso described in Isa. 14:12-17. He was called
Lucifer, sonof themorning. Hisprideledhimtowant tobelikethe
Most High God, so hewas cast out.

3. Satanisareal person, possessing life, intelligence, will
power andfeelings.

2. Satan’ scharacter
1. Heisathief, stealing the Word of God from hearts
- Matt. 13:19.
2. Heissubtle - 2 Cor. 11:3.
3. Heisamurderer - John 8:44.
4. Heisaliar - John 8:44.
5. Heisadeceiver - Rev. 12:9.
Discussion - Doyou feel that Satan isbecoming more active
intheworldinthesedays?Why ishe, inyour opinion?
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Lesson 35- THE DEFEATED ENEMY

1. Satan’stitles
1. Angel of light - 2 Cor. 2:13-15.
2.Roaringlion 1 Pet. 5:8.
3. Prince of the power of theair - Eph. 2:2.
4. Power of darkness- Col. 1:13.
5. Great dragon, serpent, thedevil, Satan - Rev. 12:9.
6. Princeof thisworld - John 14:30.
7. God of thisworld - 2 Cor. 4:4.
8. King of the bottomless pit, whose Hebrew nameis
Abaddon-Rev.9:11.
2. Thedestiny of Satan
1. Asfar asthe Christian is concerned, heisaconquered
enemy - John 12:31; 16:9,10; 1 John 3:8; Col. 2:15.
2. Heisunder aperpetual curse- Gen. 3:14; Isa. 65:25.
3. He will be cast alive into the lake of fire, there to be
tormented forever and ever - Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10.
Conclusion - Satanismighty, but GodisAlmighty. Satanwas
forever defeatedat Calvary. L et usconstantly claimvictory over him
throughtheBlood of Calvary - Rev. 12:11.

SECTION10
DOCTRINEOFTHELAST THINGS

Lesson 36 - THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

The Second Coming of Christissaidtobementioned 318times
inthe 260 chaptersof theNew Testament, thesubject of oneinevery
25 verses. One out of every 30 versesin the Bible mentionsthis
doctrine; toevery onemention of theL ord’ sfirst coming, thesecond
comingismentionedeight times.

1.HowisChrist coming?

1. Secretly at the Rapture; 1 Thess. 5:2; Matt. 24:44;
Matt.24:50.
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2.Publicly attheRevelation- Rev. 1:7.

2.Whereis Christ comingto?

1. AttheRapturewewill meet Himintheair- 1 Thess.4:17.
2. AttheRevelation, wewill descendwithHimtotheearth
-Zech.14:4.

3. Signsof HisComing

2Tim.3:17lists23signsof Hiscoming, most of whicharevery
evidenttoday. Matt. 24:5-7 and 12-38liststensigns.

We ought to plan and work as if Jesus were not coming for
another century, but liveaholy and purelifeasif Hewerecoming
today (1 Thess. 3:12,13).

Thelast prayer of theBibleis” Evensocome, Lord Jesus’ (Rev.
22:20)

Discussion - In the Scriptures listed under “Signs of His
Coming”, what conditionsare present inthesedays?

Lesson 37- THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD

1. Thisdoctrineisclearly taughtin Scripture.

1. Inthe Old Testament - Job 19:25-27; Psa. 16:9; 17:15;
Dan. 12:1-3. Actual resurrectionsarerecorded in 1 Kings 17; 2
Kings4:32-35and 13:21.

2. Inthe New Testament - in the teaching of Jesus- John
5:28,29; 6:39,40,44,54; Luke 14:13,14; 20:35,36 - and of the
Apostles- Acts24:15; 1 Cor. 15; 1 Thess. 4:14-16; Phil. 3:11; Rev.
20:4-6,13.

2. Thenatureof theresurrection body
1. Of the believer - see 1 Cor.15:
-Not fleshandblood- vs. 50,51; also Heb. 2:14; 2 Cor.
5:1-6; Luke24:39-“fleshand bones’ - not purespirit, areal body.
- Incorruptible- vs. 42. No decay, sickness, pain.
- Glorious - vs.43, also the Transfiguration (Matt.17);
Rev.1:13-17.
- Powerful - vs. 43 - not tired, weak.
- A spiritual body - vs. 44. Thespiritwill bethelifeof the
body.
- Heavenly - vs. 47-49.
2. Of theunbeliever - the Scripturesaresilent.
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3. Thetimeof theresurrection

1. Of therighteous- 1 Cor.15:23and 1 Thess.4:14-17. The
resurrection of thebeliever isconnected withthecoming of Christ.

2. Of the wicked - John 5:28,29; Dan.12:2; Rev.20:5;
Rev.20:12. Theresurrection of thewickedisalwaysconnectedwith
thejudgment, and that takespl aceat thecl oseof theDay of theL ord.
Rev.20:4-6indicatesthat at | east athousand yearsel apse between
theresurrection of therighteousand thewicked.

Conclusion - How will our resurrection bodiesbedifferent
fromthebodieswehavetoday?

Lesson 38 - THE JUDGMENT

A day of judgment is appointed for the world, in which the
wicked arejudged and therighteousrewarded - Acts17:31; Heb.
9:27. The Judgeis Christ - the Man of the Crossisthe Man of the
Throne - John 5:22,23,27; 2 Tim. 4:1; 2 Cor. 5:10; Acts 10:42;
17:31.

Asthereismorethan oneresurrection, sothereismorethanone
judgment. Therewasthejudgment by floodinthedaysof Noahand
of theconfusion of languagesat the Tower of Babel.

TheBiblespeaksof at |east sevendifferent judgments:

1. Judgment at the Cross- Satan’ spower over the believer
wasbroken and thesinsof thebeliever werejudged and put away
- John 5:24; 1 Pet. 2:24.

2. Thebelievers' self-judgment - 1 Cor. 11:31,32. Thisis
continual and constant.

3. Thejudgment of believer sat theBema, the* judgment seat
of Christ” - 2Cor. 5:10. At the Second Coming of Christthebeliever
will bejudgedfor hisworks. Rewardswill begivenfor theworksthat
remain after thetest by fire- 1 Cor.3:13.

4. Thejudgment of theJews- duringtheGreat Tribulation -
Ezek. 20:34-38; Jer. 33:7; Luke 23:18; Acts 7:51.

5. Thejudgment of theGentilenations - Matt. 25:32; at the
Second Coming of ChristintheValley of Jehoshaphet - Joel 3:2;
Matt. 25:41 and 34.

6. Judgment of thefallen angels- 1 Cor. 6:3; Jude 6; 2 Pet.
2:4.
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7. The Judgment of the wicked dead, those who have
never been born again, who did not rise at the first resurrection
or had not beenraptured - Rev. 20:12. It will takeplaceat the Great
WhiteThrone- Rev. 20:11, after thethousand-year millennial period
-Rev. 20:5. Theungodly will becastintothelakeof fire- Rev. 20:15.

Discussion - What arethejudgmentsthat concern you?

Lesson 39 - FINAL DESTINY OF THEWICKED

Thereare 162textsintheNew Testament alonewhi ch speak of
thedoom that awaitstheimpenitent, 70 of which were uttered by
JesusHimself.

Thewickedwhoreject Christwill besenttohell - Psa. 9:17.

1. Definition - What ishell?

1. Banishment fromthe presence of God- 2 Thess. 1:9.

2. A placeof torment and punishment - Luke 16:23.

2. Description of hell

1. Itwasoriginally prepared for the devil and hiswicked
angels- Matt. 25:41. But menwhoreject heaventhroughthe Saviour
must accompany Satanthere.

2. Itisaplace of punishment - Matt. 25:46.

3. Itisaplaceof torment - Luke 16:23.

4. A placeof fire- Matt.13:42,50; Rev. 20:15; Rev. 14:10;
Matt. 3:12; Isa. 33:14.

5. A place of worms - Mark 9:44,46,48.

6. InLuke 16 man hadtheability torecognizeothers- vs.23;
topray, thoughtheprayer wasdenied - vs.27, and hedesired water
and amessenger to warn hisbrothersnot to come - vs.24-27.

7.Hell iseternal, everlasting.

Conclusion - Thefactsabout eternal punishment should spur
usontogreater effortstowinthelost!

Lesson 40- THE FINAL REWARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS
Deathtothebelieverisjust falling asleepin Jesus Christ - 1
Thess. 4:14, thentheperson suddenly awakesintheL ord’ spresence

- Phil. 1:23.
1. Thefutureglory of believers
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1. Tobewith Christ - John 14:3.

2. TobeholdHisface- Psa. 17:15; 2 Cor. 4:6; Rev. 22:4.

3. Tobeholdtheglory of Christ - John 17:24.

4. Tobeglorifiedwith Christ- Rom. 8:17,18.

5. Toreignwith Christ-2Tim. 2:12.

6. Toinheritall things- Rev.21:7.

7. Toshineasthestars- Dan. 12:3.

2. Crownsthat believer smay win
1. Incorruptiblecrown- 1 Cor. 9:24,25- crownfor runners.
Heb. 12:1.
2. Crown of rejoicing - 1 Thess. 2:19 - the crown for soul
winners.

3. Crownof righteousness- 2 Tim. 4:8- for thosewholove
Hisappearing. Everyoneought towinthiscrown.

4. Crownof life- James1:12 - for faithful ones, evenunto
death. Rev. 2:10 - theMartyr’ scrown.

5. Crown of glory - 1 Pet. 5:4, for under-shepherds,
pastors, missionaries, teachers.

3.Heaven - What isit?

1. Home of the Lord God - Matt. 6:9. 2 Cor. 12:2 - First
heavenareaiswherebirdsfly. Secondiswhereastronautsgo. Third
isthehomeof God.

2. A building, made by God, not man-made- 2 Cor. 5:1

3. Thekingdom of God and of Christ - Eph. 5:5.

4. TheFather’ shouse - John 14:2.

5. A placewithout death, tears, sorrow, cryingor pain- Rev.
21:4. Without night or darkness- Rev. 22:3-5. Without hunger, thirst
or excessiveheat - Rev. 7:16.

6. A placewith new created things- theriver of life, thetree
of life, new service, new relationships, new light - Rev. 22:4.

Conclusion - Heavenisaprepared placefor prepared people.
Our goal must beto arrivethere, and to be accompanied by ahost
of othersredeemed becauseof our laborsfor Him!
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HOMILETICS

Thedictionary defineshomileticsastheart of preaching,
andthiscourseisconcernedwith assi sting thedevel opment
of that artin each of thestudents. But it should beunderstood
that preachingisfar morethan simply standinginfront of a
group of peopleand speaking effectively. Itisreally - orit
should be- communicating the personal messageof Godto
human hearts. Paul writesvery forcefully about that truth:
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness, but unto uswho aresaved it isthe power of
God” (1Cor. 1:18). Thiscourseasksyoutowork diligently
toperfect theart of preaching, sothat God' spower may be
rel eased for the salvation and edification of many.

Inthelimited pagesthat we haveweshall not beable
totouch uponthe mechanicsof delivery - use of thevoice
and gestures, for example - for that can be observed and
commented upon by theteacher in classtimewhen sermons
are being delivered. The lessons will instruct about the
content of sermonsand give examplesof the outstanding
types.

It should be noted that the material for the other
portable school coursesisdivided into lessons for each
day’ sclasses, but much of thehomileticscoursehhasbeen
arranged abit moreloosely intoweekly units. Thiswill allow
for flexibility intheclassfor thepractical work of preparing
and presenting sermons.

Thismaterial comeslargely fromthefinebook, Howto
Prepare Sermons, by William Evans, published by M oody
Press.
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HOMILETICS

WEEK ONE -Day 1: WHAT ISPREACHING?

Preachingisthe proclamation of the Good News of salvation
through man to men. Itstwo elements are aman and amessage -
personality andtruth.

The preacher is separated by God for the specific work of
preachingthegospel . Hedeal swith Godinbehalf of men; hedeals
withmeninbehalf of God. Hemust beagood man, full of theHoly
Spiritandfaith. Theeffect of suchalifeand such preachingisthat
many will beaddedtothelLord (Acts11:24).

Thesermonisapart of thepreacher; it must betheexpression
of hisvery lifeand experience. Theexperienceof thetruth must be
inthepreacher himself beforehecan proclaimitwithconvictingforce
inandthroughthesermon.

Discussion - What aretheessential elementsinthepreparation
of an effective preacher’ slife? What are some personality traits
whichmay defeat hisministry?

Day 2: TEXT OF THE SERMON

1. There are many advantagesin having an aptly chosen
text:
1. Itawakenstheinterest of theaudience. “ What will he say
about that?’
2.1t gainstheconfidenceof theaudience. “ ThisistheWord
of God!”
3. It givesthe preacher authority and boldness. “ Thussaith
theLord” givestheauthority of heaven.
4. It will keep the preacher’ smind from wandering.
5. It will keep the preacher Biblical.
2. General principleswhich govern the choice of a text:
1. Thepreacher must study the spiritual needsof the people.
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2. Heshould consider thecycleof truth hehaspreached. Have
somedoctrinesof truth been omitted?Itisgood, at the beginning of
theyear, todraw up alist of subjectsto preach duringtheyear.

3. He should consider his own ability to present the subject.
Somethemeswill betoodifficult fortheyoungpreacher to handle.
3. Theseprinciplesareagreat help in thechoiceof atext:

1. Theconstant reading of theWord of Godisessential.

2. Theuseof anotebook isextremely helpful.

3. Thereading of good booksstimulatesfresh thoughts.

4. Theguidanceof theHoly Spiritisparamount. Themanwho
isliving continually under theinfluenceand power of theHoly Spirit
will scarcely ever beat alossfor somethingto preach about.

Assignment - Makealist of 10textswhichyouwill preachon
inthecoming months.

Day 3: THE SERMON’STOPIC

Thewisechoiceand proper wording of thethemeisextremely
important. Consider thesesuggestions:

1. Thepreacher should know histhemethoroughly.

2. Thetheme should be onethat the peopl e can understand. It
must not be over the people’ shead.

3. Thetheme should not betrivial - it must have weight and
dignity.

4. Thepreacher shouldhaveadefiniteaimintreating histheme.
Preachingfor conversionsand decisionsisessential.

5. Thethemeshould besuitabletotime, placeand occasion. At
Easter heshould preach ontheresurrection of Christ, etc.

Discussion - What are somethemesthat arenot worthtreating
inaSunday sermon?What are somethat are?

Day 4: GATHERING SERMON MATERIAL

Reading good bookswill enrichapreacher’ sthoughts. Too, he
needstobealert todaily events. Think about them, pray about them
andrelatethemto Scripture. Christ wasawaysobservant, andHis
sermonsaboundwithillustrationstakenfromthingsHehad seenand
heard.
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Thepreacher should carry anotebook, so hecanjot downthe
thingsheseesand hearsthat impresshim, and then heshould think
about them.

Thepreacher must begathering constantly.

Discussion - What aresomelocal eventsof thepast monththat
suggest useful sermonthoughts?Writetheideasandtheir application
tobelistedinyour notebook.

Day 5: ARRANGING SERMON MATERIAL

A proper arrangement of sermonmaterial isextremely important.
Thepreacher ought toarrangehismaterial soitwill all convergein
themain purposeof thesermon.

Advantagesin thearrangement of sermon material:

1. Tothepreacher - Whateverisclearly andlogically arranged
iseasy tomemorize.

2. To the sermon - The effectiveness of a sermon depends
greatly onaclear andlogical arrangement.

3. Totheaudience- Whatever makesit easy for thecongregation
toremember and carry away the Bibleteaching isworththetoil of
good preparation. Good arrangement onthepart of thepreacher is
absolutely necessary for good following onthepart of theaudience.

Discussion - What are someexamplesof poor arrangementin
sermons, andwhy?

WEEK TWO - Day 1: GOOD SERMON ARRANGEMENT

Qualitiesof agood sermon arrangement:

1. Onetheme- Thepreacher should haveonly onethemeinhis
sermon and concentrate all his argument, proof, testimony and
illustrationstoward enforcingthat singletheme.

2. Alogical connection between the divisionsof thesermon.
Theargument shouldfirst bemadetotheintellect, then an appeal to
theemotions, andfinally tothewill.

3. Every sermon needsan outline, just asaman’ sbody needs
askeleton. Generally speaking, theplan of asermon should beeasy
tofollow. Outlinesthat arestriking areeasily remembered. Some
preachers, for this reason, make their outlines so each general
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heading beginswiththesameword or sound. Othersusethelaw of
oppositesand contrasts. Onesermon could havethese headings:

Theme - The Transfiguration
1. Place 3. Persons
2. Purpose 4. Power

Another sermon had theseheadings:

Theme - How to Become a Christian
1. Admit 3. Submit
2.Commit 4. Transmit
Assignment: Prepare an outlineusing the sameletter for each
mainpoint.

Day 2: INTRODUCTION OF THE SERMON

Every good sermonor messagedividesitself intothreeparts. the
introduction, thebody or argument, and theconclusion.

Anintroductiontoasermonislikespicestoasauce- itgives
flavor tothemeat of thesermon. Thereareexceptions- brevity of
timeor aninformal talk - but asageneral rule, itisbesttointroduce
thesubject.

Thepurposeof an introduction:

1. To awaken interest in the theme. It is the business of the
speaker to present his matter so interestingly that the audience
cannot help but listenand beinterested.

2. Topreparetheaudiencefor what istofollow.

Sour ces of an introduction:

1. General familiarity withthetext or theme. Tointroduce Psa.
23:4-6, thepreacher might givethisintroduction: “ How oftenthistext
haslighted up death bedsand comforted thebereaved.”

2. Historical setting of thetext.

3. Geography of theBible.

4. Customsand antiquitiesof theBible.

5. Circumstancespeculiar tothewriter and those addressed.

6. Theoccasion - Easter or Christmas.
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Assignment - Prepare an introduction to an Easter sermon.
Day 3: QUALITIESOF A GOOD INTRODUCTION

1. Nottooloud, sensational or emotional. Itistoo soontomake
an appeal totheemotions. Itisbest to begin by speaking slowly and
inalow tone of voice, warming up to the subject gradually, then
workinguptoaclimax.

2.Nottoolong. A lengthy introductiontiresthe people.

3. Carefully prepared. It is good to write it out fully. First
impressionsarelasting, thereforeonemust carefully preparethe
introduction.

Assignment - Writeagood introductionto asermonon Rom.
1:16,17. Shareit withtheclass.

Day 4: BODY OF THE SERMON

Thesermonmay haveasmany divisionsasthetopiccallsfor and
canbehandled. It may haveperhapsthree, perhapseven seven. The
divisionsshould benatural andlogical intheir order andtransition
fromonetoanother. Sometimesthey areannounced, but not always.

Thedivisionsshould answer these questions:

1. What?- Thefirst division should deal withastatement and
definition of thesubject. Thereshould beno misunderstanding of the
subject after thisdivision. Itisanaddresstotheintellect, nottothe
emotionsor thewill.

2.Why?-Thisdivisionshould set forththenecessity, reasonor
proof of thesubject. It asks: Why isittrue? Why should | believeit
or accept it?How may it be proven?Isit reasonable?

3. How? Thissetsforth themanner and method by whichthe
themeof the sermon may bebrought about, or the conditionsunder
whichitmay bereceivedor fulfilled. Therearethreethoughtsusually
present inthetreatment of thisdivision: God’ spart, man’ spart, and
thequestion of means.

4.What then?- Thisleadsto application, andisperhapsthe
most important part. It makes it a personal matter. We must
persuadementodecidefor Christ, toliveaholy lifebeforeHim.
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Assignment - Preparean outlinefor thebody of asermonon
Rom. 1:16,17.

Day 5: CONCLUSION OF THE SERMON

Thelast fiveminutesarethemost important part of the sermon
- what amistaketo neglect thorough preparation of it! Sometimesan
effectiveconclusionisarecapitul ation of thedivisionsandleading
thoughts - agrand resume in afew striking, well-chosen, soul-
moving sentences, or apointedillustration. Sometimesapoemor the
verseof awell-knownhymnisused. Or thesermonmay befinished
by the use of one striking sentence. The conclusion should beno
longer thantheintroduction, perhapsfromthreetofiveminutes.

Assignment - Prepareastirring conclusiontoyour sermonon
Rom. 1:16, 17.

Day 5: ILLUSTRATIONSAND THEIR USE

Jesus discoursesaboundinanecdotes, illustrationsandsimiles.
Heset forth by Hisexamplethevalueof illustrationsin preaching
morethananyoneelse. Theuseof illustrationsisagreat helptothe
audienceto enablethemto carry homethetruth of the sermon.

Thepurposeof illustrations:

1. They throw light onthe subject. They arelikewindowsina
house- they letlightin.

2. They explain.

3. They prove.

4. They giveornamentation.

5. They canbring conviction.

Thesourcesof illustrations:

1. Oneshould beonthelookout everywhere. Christ used the
lilies, theraven, salt, acandle, abushel, along-faced hypocrite,
gnats, moths, largegatesand small gates, aneedl€’ seye, yeastin
bread, amustard seed, afishing net, debtorsand creditors, etc.

2. Other sources include: newspapers, history, animals,
vegetables, children, and many objects.

Discussion - What aresomegood illustrationsfor thetruthin
John 3that wemust be*bornagain”.
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NOTE: For the rest of the course, the students will
prepare an outline for each type of sermon, then preach the
sermon. Don’t forget to complete your sermon outlinewith an
introduction, illustrations and a conclusion.

WEEK THREE -BIOGRAPHICAL SERMONS

Thelifeof aBiblecharacter ispresentedinthistypeof sermon.
Example:
The Four Surrenders of Abraham
1. Toleavecountry andkindred - Gen. 12:1
2. Separation from Lot - Gen. 13:9
3. Cast out Hagar and Ishmael - Gen. 21:10
4. Offering of Isaac - Gen. 22

WEEK FOUR: NARRATIVE SERMONS

Inthese sermonsan event of Scriptureisportrayed. Exampleof
anarrativesermonoutline:

Daniel in the Lion’s Den
Theme: God caresfor Hischildren
I ntroduction: Story of theyoung meninaland of captivity
Text: Daniel 6:19-23
Outline:
1. Diabolical Plot, Daniel 6, vss. 1-9
2.Daily Practice, vs. 10
3.DivineProvision, vss. 21-24
Conclusion: Daniel could face danger with perfect
confidence, becausehewasonintimatetermswith hisGod. Areyou
walking close enoughto Himthat you can facewhatever lifemay
haveinstoreforyou?

WEEK FIVE-TEXTUAL SERMONS

Thetextual sermonoccupiesitself chiefly withonecertainthought
containedinaverseor short segment of verses. Theversemust be
carefully analyzed. Exampleof atextual sermon:
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A Gift with No Restrictions

Theme: Consecration

Text: Romans12:1

Introduction: What theword consecration means: to devote,
separate, dedicateor set apart for theglory of God. Consecrationis
abdicatingtherulership of our livesinfavor of King Jesus. Whois
bossinyourlife?

1. Who can be consecrated? “I beseech you, therefore,
brethren.” Those cleansed by the blood of Christ, members of
God' sfamily. Not thegreat, mighty or talented, but thisisopento
every believer.

2. Theappeal to consecration - “by themer ciesof God.” We
arenot commanded by force or authority, but by Hismercies. Not
prompted by fear, but by loveand mercies.

Someof God’ smercies: sal vation,sanctification, indwel ling of
theHoly Spirit, daily hel p, health, heaven after death, friends, church.

3.
Theact of consecration - “ Present your bodies.”
a. Itisvoluntary-giving apresent. Weare not forced todoit.
b. Itispersonal - your bodies. Our lives, everythingwehave.
c.Itissacrificial - “aliving sacrifice” . It is putting our lives
onthealtar, asAbraham presented | saac.

4. Theargument for consecration - “r easonable service”. If
wehavebeentruly redeemed, thenitisonly reasonablethat wegive
Himour puny service.

5. What am | to consecrate?- “your bodies’. Our bodiesare
not our own. They have been redeemed by Christ with Hisblood.

a. Our physical strength - praise God for health and useit for
Him.

b. Our feet torun errands of mercy - to take the gospel
to someone.

c. Our handsto doworksof kindnessandlift thefallen.

d. Our eyesto seek out the needy and the perishing.

e. Our earsto hear the cry of the distressed and seek them
forHim.

f. Our heart, symbol of theinner man, thereal self. Thisis
what Hewantsmorethan anythingelse. - 2 Cor. 8:5.
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Conclusion- Consecrationisaprocess. Itisdaily, amoment-
by-moment yieldingtotheMaster. Evennow, consecrateyour all to
theSaviour.

Caution: Never takeit back. A giftisgiventobereclaimedno
more.

WEEK SIX-TOPICAL SERMONS

A topic, or subject, isthefocusof thistype of sermon. A Bible
concordanceisvery helpful inpreparingit, for versesmay beused
from many parts of the Word. An example of a Topical Sermon
follows

Come and Drink

Theme: TheWater of Life

Text: “Jesusstoodandsaidinaloudvoice, "If amanisthirsty,
let him cometomeand drink” (John 7:37).

Introduction: Haveyou ever been deprived of water? Doyou
knowwhat it’ sliketowant water morethananything el se?(Continue
thethought of importanceof water.)

Ouitline:

|. Water of life- itscharacter

1.Living (John 4:10)
2.Clear (Rev.22:1)
3. Pure(Rev. 22:1)
4. Abundant (Ezek. 47:1-9)
5. Free(Rev. 21:6)
[1. For whomisit provided?
1. Thethirsty (Rev. 21:6)
2.Whosoever (Rev. 22:17)
[11. Theway toobtainit
1. Come(Rev. 22:17)
2. Take (Rev. 22:17)
Conclusion: For the student to prepare.
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WEEKSSEVENANDEIGHT -EXPOSITORY SERMONS

TheExpository Sermondiffersfromthetypesalready studiedin
that itisoccupied morefully withtheexpositionof the Scriptureitsalf,
while the textual and topical sermons usually explore only one
thought or topic suggested by the text. It isusually thought that
expository preachingissuperior to other types.

Thesearesomeof theadvantagesof expository preaching:

1. It producesBiblical preachersand hearers. Thepreacher and
hisaudiencewill bekept Biblical.

2. ItconformstotheBiblical ideaof preaching. ThiswasJesus
method (L uke4), Stephen’ s(Acts7 and 8), Paul’ s(Acts28), and
Peter’s(Acts2 and 3).

3. Itiswider in scope. It gives agreater opportunity for the
practical application of truthtothelivesof thehearers.

There are possibly some disadvantages:

1. It canbecomemonotonousfor the congregation.

2. Thepreacher canbecomelazy. Thereisthedanger of reading
verseafter verseof achosen text and passing afew commentson
them, rather thanforcefully proclaiming thetruth of the passage.

3. Thetext may betoolong, confusing theaudience.

4. Sometimes this preaching is too confining, keeping the
preacher fromdealing with current topics. Theexpository sermon
shouldhaveonecentral theme, sothat therewill beunity of thought.
Textsshouldbechosenfromdifferent partsof theBibletoavoidthe
monotony mentioned above, and the preaching should not be all
theory, but very practical.

Exampleof anexpository sermon:

Lifefrom a Death
Theme: TheDeath of JesusChrist
Text: Rom. 5:6-11: “For whenwewereyet without strength, in
duetimeChristdiedfor theungodly,” etc.
Introduction: ItsplaceinPaulineteaching
Ouitline:
|. Someonedied
1. Thisisanordinary fact - everyonedies.
2.Butthisisan extraordinary fact whenweremember:
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a. Thecharacter of the Onewho died.
b. Hecould haveavoided death.
c. Theclaimsassociated with Hisdeath.
[1. The peoplefor whom Christ died.
1. Sinners, ungodly, weak, enemies.
2.Meaning of thewords* diedfor them”.
[11. The purpose of Christ’sdeath
1. Negatively: Nottoinduce (coax) Godtolovemen.
2. Positively: That man might bechanged.

a Justified

b. Reconciled

c. Savedfromwrath
d. Saved by Hislife

Conclusion:
1. Dowerecognizethe significance of that cross?

2.1sit nothing to us?Or, isit themost significant?
3. How great our love should beto Him because of that death!
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SHEPHERDING THE FLOCK

Peter wrote, “ Feedtheflock of Godwhichisamong
you” (1Peter 5:2). Undoubtedly hewasremembering that
day when Jesus asked him threetimesif heloved Him
(John21: 15-17). EachtimeJesusfollowed thequestion
by tellinghimtofeedthelambsandthesheep. Today Jesus
givesthat samecommandto HisfollowerswhomHehas
calledtobeHisrepresentativesinthevillagesandtowns
of thiscountry.

Therewasanother part of Peter’ sinstructionstothe
young under-shepherds. Not only werethey tofeedthe
flock, but they wereto“ taketheoversight” of itandtobe
“examplestotheflock”. Thismeansthat they weretobe
concerned about theproblems, thequestions, theburdens
that would comeupontheflock, and at all timesto setthe
patternfor lifeand conduct.

Theselessonsdeal withavariety of subjects-with
preaching, with counseling, withlivingasambassadorsof
theMost HighGod. Thewordsof Peter expressthegoal
of the course - “Be shepherds of God'sflock . .. And
when the Chief Shepherd appears, youwill receivethe
crownof glory that will never fadeaway” (1 Pet. 5:4).

The book Preachers and People, by R. Stanley,
published by Blessing Booksin Vellore, Indiawasan
extremely hel pful sourcefor many of thevaluabletruths
foundin theselessons.
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SHEPHERDING THE FLOCK
Lesson 1- PREACH THE WORD

Preachingthat bringsfruit that |astsisbased upontheWord of
God. Thestudy of God' sWord hasplayedavital roleintherevivals
recorded inthe Old Testament, particularly under King Josiah (2
Kings22:8-11) and Ezra(Ezra7:10). Amosprophesied of daysof
famineof theWord of theL ord (Amos8:11,12), andthosedaysmay
be already upon us! From many pulpits are heard stories and
experiences, but very littleexposition of God sWord.

Milkisgood, but for how long?Nomaturity ispossiblewithout
strong meat.

Paul saidto preachtheWord (2 Tim.4:2-4). Thisisessential.

Discussion: Study the passages noted above and discussthe
effect of preaching based solidly ontheWord of God.

Lesson2-WHY WE NEED REVIVAL

Revival isnotanendinitself. [tisameanstoanend, theend
being evangelism. Revival isnot evangelism, but revival begets
evangelism. Davidprayed, “ Restoreto methejoy of Y our salvation
..,then...sinnersshall beconverted (Psa. 51:12,13). Evan Roberts
of theWelsh Revival prayed, “Lord, bendthe Church and blessthe
world!”.

Most of the revivals of the past have given birth to great
missionary and evangelistic movements. But somedied out too soon,
oneof themain causesbeingthefailureof theleadersto channel the
revival blessingsinto aggressiveevangelismand soul-winning.

Godisnotinterestedinpouring out His Spirit upon Hispeople
just toexcitethem or makethemfeel good. No! Heisinterestedin
the“world”!

Oneof thereasonsfor thedelay inrevival isthat wedo not yet
know why weneedrevival.

Discussion: What conditionsinyour congregationsindicatea
needfor revival?Makethisasubject for prayer together.
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Lesson 3- PREACHING FOR REVIVAL

Areyour peoplecold, uninterestedinthethingsof theLord?Are
theredissensions, jeal ousies, evil speakingamongyour flock?Are
they committing sins- stealing, lying?Arethey reverting to heathen
practices?They needrevival!

Revival means to come back to life - there is a difference
betweenevangelismandrevival. A sinner needsevangelismtobring
himtotheL ord. But theborn-again personwhohasfallenintosinand
coldnessneedstoberevived.

1. How to get revival - 2 Chron. 7:14 gives four simple,
concisesteps:

1. Humblethemselves.
2. Pray.
3. Seek My Face.
4. Turnfromtheir wicked ways.
2. Results of revival
1. Godwill hear your prayers.
2.Hewill forgiveyour sin.
3.Hewill heal and strengthenyour lives.
Areyouthirsty for revival ? Pray for it, and preachit strongly!

Discussion - How canyou communicatethethirstfor revival to

your flock? Givepractical plansthat canbecarried out.

Lesson 4- PRAYING FOR REVIVAL

Theneed of prayer asapreparationfor revival cannot beover-
emphasized. Prayer hereismorethanasimplepetitionforrevival. It
means sel f-examination and confession of sins(Rev. 2:23). It'sa
timeof remembering our brokenvowsbeforetheL ord (Eccl.5:1-6)
andthewrongswehave committed against others(Matt.5:23,24).

Prayer |leadstotruehumility, becausein Hispresencewerealize
our nothingnessand Hisholiness(lsa. 6:1-5). Itisan expression of
our inadequacy and apleading for Hisstrength and power (Matt.
26:41).

Godispleasedwith suchsacrifices, and Hisfirewill invariably
fall onthem (Psa. 51:17-19). When Elijahrepaired thealtar of the
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Lord, thefirefell. When Jesusprayed heaven wasopened. Whenthe
early church prayed, the placewas shaken.

Prayer releasesthepower of the Spirit to affect theearth. God
makesand breaksHismenontheir knees.

Discussion - Meditate upon the verses above and comment
upontheeffectsof prayer ineachinstance.

Lesson 5- LOVE, A DUAL MINISTRY

Just before His ascension Jesus asked Peter the searching
guestion, “DoyouloveMe?’ (John21:15-17). Loveisthefoundation
and capstonefor aChristian minister.

When Jesusfirst called himitwastobeafisher of men (Matt.
4:19). Now HecommissionsHimto beashepher d of men (John
21:15-17). Y ouneedlovebothfor soul-winning and shepherding.
Oneislovefor thelost andtheother islovefor thefound. Souls
must bebr ought in and br ought up!

Discussion - What are some practical waysof demonstrating
your lovefor thelost?for thesaved?

Lesson 6 - PUBLIC MINISTRY

Theunder-shepherd’ sgreatest privilegeisto stand and preach
thegospel. Thiswill involveboth studying and experience, and will
require the blessing of God to be effective to the conversion of
sinnersand strengthening of believers.

Hemust remember to givethewhol e counsel of Godwhichwill
includeevangelism, Bibledoctrine, teaching, reproof s, exhortations
andwarnings- Acts20:27.

Hemust learnto pray publicly, andthat canbelearned only by
much privateprayer inthesecret place. Inthepastoral prayer helifts
the congregation into the presence of God in an atmosphere of
sublimeworship.

Hemust alsolearntoreadthe Scripturesclearly, reverently and
distinctly, sothat all canunderstand - Neh. 8:8.
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Heiscommandedto“feedthe Churchof God”, Acts20:28, by
preaching sermons and Bible lessons that are applicable to the
listeners' individual needs.

Heisto protect theflock fromfal seteachingsandfal seteachers,
Acts20:29,30, and hehastheresponsibility to carefor the poor of
hisflock, Acts11:29,30.

Hehastheprivilegeof leading hispeopleintoreachingout tothe
lost, andto unchurched areas.

Atthecloseof theservicehehastheresponsibility of expressing
God’ sblessing uponthe people- Num. 6:23-26; Rev. 1:4,5.

Theseriousquestionin2Cor. 2:16-“Whoissufficient for these
things?’ hasatriumphant answer isin2 Cor. 3:5- “ Our sufficiency
isof God”!

Discussion - Which of theresponsibilitieslisted abovewill be
most difficulttofill?Whichdoyou consider themost important?

Lesson 7- KEEP A BALANCE IN YOUR MINISTRY

We must avoid extremes in preaching and practice lest we
becomespiritual eccentrics. Preach about thel oveof God and about
Hisholinessthat cannot toleratesin, about heavenand hell, about a
closewal k with Godincommunionand about practical methods of
servingHim, about revival and evangelism, etc. Paul wasabletosay
“1 havenot shunnedto declaretoyou thewhol e counsel of God”.

Itwill behelpful tokeepalist of al thesermontopicsyou preach
andto prepareapreaching schedul efor several monthsahead. Y our
mindandyour heart will begaininginformationandstrength, andyou
will beguarded from omitting truthsfromtherich counsel of God.

Assignment - Make atentative list of sermon subjectsfor a
three-month period.

Lesson 8- PERIODIC EVALUATION
Itisgoodto set aside aday every month and acoupleof days

onceor twiceayear for self-examination and evaluation. Areyou
realizingyour goals?Areyou seeingfruit?Successand blessing can
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blind our eyesto the extent of the remaining task, and a sudden
disaster can make us forget the progress that has been made.
Standing back for aclear perception of thecourseof theministry will
permit ahel pful evaluation. Mistakesmay need to be corrected -
even Johnthe A postle made the mistake of worshipping theangel
twice and was corrected (Rev.19:10; 22:8,9) - and practices
changed.

Jesussaid, “ Comeapart”.

Discussion - What are some of the goals you should strive
towardinthebeginning of your ministry?

Lesson 9- MINISTRY OF COUNSELING

Theunder-shepherd must beabletotalk to peopleindividually
about salvationand about their personal problems. Attimeshemust
point out discrepanciesintheir testimony - Matt.18:15-17.

Hemust learnto comfort thebereaved and the sorrowing.

Heshould enter the personal livesof hispeopleand becomea
part of thefamily - Rom. 12:15.

He must remember that he is in a very special way the
representativeof thelL ord Jesushereonearth at all times.

Discussion - What aresomecommoneventsinyour villagethat
offer good opportunitiesfor Christian counseling and help?

Lesson 10- ENCOURAGING FELLOWSHIP

Fellowshipisbased onanintimatefamily relationshipto Christ
andHisfamily. Christiansneedto betogether, totalk together, to
pray together, to singtogether, tolaughtogether, toweeptogether,
just to betogether - 1 John 1:7;1:3.

1. Thepurposeof fellowship

1. Tostrengthen oneanother, bothin servicesandin happy
timesof meal sharing. Themen should bebrought together forameal,
thewomenfor an evening of sharing, theyoung peoplefor games-
and all of these around the Word of God. Christians will be
strengthened and outsidersattracted.
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2. Toencourage one another inthe hard placesof life. We

can'ttell whenaheartisaching - wecan maketheburdenlighter.
3. Toshareexperiencesfor thebenefit of all; our testimony
may prevent someonefrommakingasimilar error.

4. Toshare the thrill of answered prayer - Psa. 50:15. This
will surely encourageotherstopray.

5. To weep with them who weep - Rom. 12:15. Those
bereaved should be given the fellowship of tears, of sorrow, of
suffering.

6. To exhort the backslider to return to God.

2. Resultsof Christian fellowship

1. Welearntowalk inthelight - 1 John 1:7.

2. Welearnto suffer together - Phil. 3:10.

3. Welearn to serve together - Col. 4:7.

4. Welearn to comfort one another - 1 Thess. 4:18.

5. Welearn to pray for one another - 1 Thess. 5:25.

6. Welearn to bear one another’ s burdens - Gal. 6:2.

7. Welearntorejoicewith thejoyful - Rom. 12:15. Joy is
contagious.

8. We grow and glow for the Lord - 2 Pet. 3:18.

Discussion - What type of social fellowship would be
helpful inyour congregation?

Lesson 11- EVANGELISTIC PREACHING

There are limitless topics for the man of God to use for his
sermons. Hemust becareful about keeping abalancein hissubjects.
Thereisthedanger of assuming that sermonson salvation arenot
needed, and all attentionisfocused on polishingthesaints, not on
making new ones.

Thefactisthat often peoplearemembersof thelocal church but
have never become apart of Christ’sbody, the true church. But
salvationisreal,andwithoutitamanislost eternally. A church built
on unconverted members will have no life, no message, no
transforming power.

The church leader must remember Ezekiel’ s solemn words
about thewatchmanwhofailed to sound awarning (Ezek. 33:6).
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Assignment - Listanumber of textsandtopicsappropriatefor
anevangelisticsermon.

Lesson 12 - ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

What if one of your flock has doubtsabout whether he
isreally saved?

Assuranceof salvationisnecessary if abelieveristohelp others
spiritually. Tohavethat assuranceisto beabsol utely confident that
wearesaved andthat if wedied suddenly wewould goimmediately
to heaven - John 10:28,29.

1. Basis of assurance of salvation

1. Witnessof theHoly Spirit- Rom. 8:16; Gal. 4:6.

2. TheWordof God- 1John5:10, 13; John 5:24; Rom.10:13.
Say to Satan: “ TheWord of God saysthat if | believeon JesusChrist
| have eternal life. On (givethedate) | believed on
Jesus, thereforel haveeternal life. | ansaved. My sinsareforgiven.
| am onmy way to heaven!”

3. Thechangedlife- 1 John 3:14; 2 Cor. 5:17.

2. Hindrancesto an assurance of salvation

1. Failuretotrust the Word of God.

2.Worldliness.

3. Lack of thefullnessof theHoly Spirit - John 7:37-39.

4. Sinand backsliding - 1 John 1:9.

Caution: Becareful inpersuading peoplethat they are saved.
Thisisthework of theHoly Spiritwhoknowsand searchestheheart.

Assignment - Thestudentsmay pair off and dial oguewitheach
other, oneof them playingtheroleof anuncertainbeliever andthe
other leading himto assuranceintheWord of God.

Lesson 13 - DISCIPLING NEW CONVERTS

A new believerisababein Christ and must havetender loving
care, just likeatiny baby new tothisworld.

Thefirst week inaconvert’slifeisextremely important, for
Satanwill doall hecanto plant doubtsinhisheart. Visitwithhim
every day andread the Word and pray together.
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Prepareopportunitiesfor himto sharehisnew foundfaith; this
will strengthen him and will be an effective witness to unsaved
friends.

Undoubtedly your denomination has a catechism course
preparing theconvert for baptism. Beginthelessonsimmediately
after theconfession of faith.

The young Christian must be thoroughly saturated with the
Word of God- itisthegenuinemilk that will allow himto grow (1
Pet. 2:2). Seethat he becomesamember of aBiblestudy.

Hereisthefineopportunity for aBig Brother/LittleBrother or
Sister pairing. Carefully matchthenew believer withamature, caring
Christianwhowill lead and pray himintotherichesof God’ slove.

Discussion - How canyou encourageyoung Christiansinyour
congregation? How can you set up aBig Brother/Little Brother

pairing?

Lesson 14- WHY WITNESS?
Scriptures: Matt. 10:32,33; Rom.10:9

1. Thenecessity of confessing Christ audibly

1. Christ commandedit- Matt.10:32,33.

2. Itisasource of help and strength in our own lives. A
witnessing Christianisnot liabletobackslide.

3. Itsolvesmany problems. Othersknow what you standfor
andrespect youfor aclear-cut stand. Theworld despisesaweak,
cowardly, secret Christian. Temptationstovisitworldly placesare
halted.

4. Becauseof what Christ hasdonefor you.

2. Methods of confessing Christ

1. Publicly inchurchservices, prayer meetings, testimony
services, etc.

2. Privatelyindaily conversationwithfriends, relativesand
neighbors. Thisispossibly themost difficult, yet most essential,
method.

3. Publicly, inbaptism andjoining agood church.

4. By constant attendance at church services and the
communiontable.
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5. A public confession must bemaderepeatedly - Jer.20:9.

Note: TheChristianlifethatisnot confessedwill starveanddie!

Discussion - Who of your acquai ntancesisan effectivewitness?
How can othersbeencouragedto beginwitnessing?

Lesson 15- GETTING SOUL-WINNERSSTARTED

God continuestobecalling, “Whomshall | send, andwhowill
goforus?’ (Isa. 6:8). Thatlamentisstill truetoday, “thelaborersare
few” (Lk.10:2). Thechurch seemsto beincreasing in number of
peoplewhowill send others, but decreasing painfully inacorpsof
personal soul-winners.

What canyoudoaboutit?Y oushoulddoall you cantochange
thissituation. Wecannot get our country evangelized until every
Christianismadeasoul-winner. Therearefour specificthingsyou
cando:

1. Lead by example!

2. Preachaseriesof sermonsontheimportanceof soul-winning
(seeLesson 15).

3. Announceasoul-winner’ straining classand begin aseriesof
lessons.

4. Try tofind awork-study book or articleon soul-winning and
circulateitamongyour people.

You will fail inyour calling if you neglect scattering your
supporters into the streets out-where-the-sinners-are and make
eachoneasoul-winner!

Assignment - How canweteach our peopl e by exampleto be
witnesses? Preparethreespecificideas.

Lesson 16 - REASONS FOR SOUL-WINNING

Few arecalledto bepreachers, but every born-again Christian
iscalledtobeasoul-winner. Y oumust|eadyour peopleintothejoy
of soul-winning. * Soul-winningisadefiniteeffort tolead adefinite
persontoaccept adefinite Saviour at adefinitetime” - Billy Sunday.

1. Reasonsfor being a soul-winner

1. The worth of asoul - Mark 8:35-38.
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2. Thefact of hell.

3. Thesufferingsof Christ onthecrossfor each sinner.

4. Theemptinessandfolly of thisworld.

5. Thedesireto havethefamily circlecompleteinheaven.

6. Thegloriesof heaven.
7. The personal rewardsthat are offered to faithful soul

winners.

2. Needs of a personal worker

1. Hemust be saved himself and sure of hissalvation.
2.Hemust liveapurelife.

3. Hemust work in aspirit of love.
4. He must have a fair knowledge of the Bible and

know how to useit.
5. He must be aman of prayer.

6. Hemust befilled withtheHoly Spirit.

7. Hemust have acompassion for lost souls.
Discussion - Why is each of the needs listed above

important?

Lesson 17- HOW TO WITNESS

1. How to witness
1. A witnessfor Christ must be saved himself.

2. Tell thesimplefactsof your conversion andthechangein

yourlife.
3. Tell about answersto prayer you havereceived

- Psa.50:15.
4. Tell how Christ satisfiesyou completely.
5. Tell about personal victory over sinand temptations.
6. Tell about your favoriteversesintheBible, and how God
spoketoyouthismorning fromaparticular passage of Scripture.
7. Giveyour friendsthegospel of Christ. Tell themabout Him.

2. Hindrancesto confessing Christ
1. Fear of man-2Tim.1:7; 1 John 4:18; Phil.4:13.

2. Ashamed -2 Tim.1:8.

3. Impurelife- 1 John 1:9.
Note: Read Ezek. 33:8todiscover thedanger of not witnessing!
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Assignment - Prepare atestimony based on thefactsof your
conversion and describethechangesit broughtinyour life.

Lesson 18 - WITNESSING PLANS

“Four Spiritual Laws” is perhaps the most widely used
witnessingtool today, anditisvery effective.

TheWordlessBook, withitsblack, red, white, gold and green
pages, also hasan excellent ministry, especially with children.

Another way to present theplan of salvationtochildrenisby use
of thefinger sof your hand. No equipment or book isnecessary.

Firstfinger - Godlovesyou, John 3:16.

Secondfinger- All havesinned, Rom. 3:23.

Thirdfinger - Christdiedtopay for your sin, 1 Cor.15:3.

Fourthfinger- BelieveChrist diedfor your sin, John1:12.

Fifthfinger - Whenyoubelieve, youreceiveeverlastinglife,
Rom.6:23.

Othersmay prefer tousetheRoman Road. Point out theverses

intheBibleasyouexplainthem.
Man’sneed - Romans 3:23
Sin’ spenalty - Romans6:23
God' sprovision- Romansb5:8
Man’ sresponse- Romans10:9

A marked New Testament is an excellent way to have
someoneread with youthrough chosenverseson salvation, for the
inquirer may appreciatethetroubleyouhavegonetoinpreparingthe
Bible. Put atab withthenumber 1 showing at thetop onthe page of
Rom.3:23. A high-light pen might make the verse easier to find
quickly. Inthemargin, write“ Seepage__ for2”,indicatingthepage
number for Rom.6:23 whereyou haveplaced thetab. Continuein
thisway through thefollowing verses, explaining each one. John
1:12; 1 John 1:9; Rev.3:20; 1 John 5:10-13.

Assignment - Decidewhich of these plansyouwant toteach.
Drill theclassontheverses, then havethem play therol eof aseeker
and the soul-winner. Then havethemreversetherole, the seeker
becoming the soul-winner. Insist that every interview must end
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asking for a definite commitment, and then a prayer asking for
forgiveness.

Lesson 19- TEACHING ABOUT GIVING

GivingtothelL ord may seemahard burdentoyour people. Plant
thesethoughtsintheir hearts, soit will becomeajoy.
1.How arewetogivetotheLord?

1. Systematically - 1 Cor.16:2- “Uponthefirst day of the
week”. Weareto giveevery week of theyear. Bebusinesslikein
your giving, and Godwill rewardyour honesty.

2.Individually - 1Cor.16:2- “let every oneof you”. Thisis
not only for thehead of thehome, but mother and childrentoo. Itis
for therich andthepoor.

3. Proportionately - “asGod hath prospered” . Weought to
givethetithesplusofferings. God givesabundantly tothosewhogive
toHim.

4. Cheerfully - 2Cor. 9:7 - not grudgingly.

5. Sacrifically, 2 Cor. 8:2 - they gave out of their deep
poverty. Thewidow gavetwo mites. whichwasall her living. God
measuresgiftsby how muchisleft, not by how muchwegive.

Blessingsfollow generousgiftstotheL ord - Acts20:35; Matt.
6:20; Mal. 3:10.

One more word: your people will not tithe if you are not a
cheerful giver..

Discussion - Doesyour churchfollow Scriptural methodsin
receivingitsofferings?What improvementsshoul d bemade?

Lesson 20- HOW TO EXHORT

God graciously providesaway of cleansing fromtheattack of
sin. Whenweconfess, 1 John 1:9, Hecleanses. But thereisadanger
of hardening, if sinisnot confessed. Heb.3:13 says, “ Exhort one
another daily, whileitiscalledtoday, |est any of you be hardened
throughthedeceitfulnessof sin”. Keepingsinaway by exhortationis
essentia for fellowship.

86



Whentheleader noticesashortcominginabrother, heshould
bemovedwith concern, and heshould not shrink fromexhortingthe
brother. How should hedoit?

1. There must be a gentle spirit - Luke 9:54-56; 1 Thess.
2:11; Matt. 12:20.

2. Wemust speak inall humility - Rom. 12:10; Eph. 4:2.

3. Wemust usethe Word - 2 Tim. 3:16-4:2; Col. 3:15.

4. 1t should be under the Spirit’ sguidance - Eph. 5:18,19.

5. Thescriptural way to correct isprivately - Matt. 18:15.

For threeyearsPaul ceased not towarn every onenight and day
withtears- Acts20:31.

Discussion - What will be the result of exhorting a person
harshly?publicly?How canyou prevent this?

Lesson 21-HOW TO DEAL WITH SININ THE FLOCK

1. TheBiblical procedure- Matt. 18:15-17
1. Gototheerring onealoneto exhort himto repent.
2.If heresists, taketwo or three othersaswitnesses.
3. If hecontinuesto harden hisheart, informthechurch.
4.1f hecontinuestoresist, hewill beconsidered asinning
heathenman.
2. Reasonsfor discipline
1. Falsedoctrine- Titus 1:13. Thefalseteaching of cults
sometimesdeceivesbelievers. Thismust beguarded against.
2.0pensin-1Tim. 5:20.
3. Immorality - 1 Cor. 5:1-5.

3.Howtocorrect asinningbrother
1. Inhumility - 1 Cor. 10:12.
2.Insincerity - Matt. 7:3-5.
3.Inlove- 1 Cor. 13:4.
4. By Scripture.
5. By testimony and by experience.
Assignment - | sthere someoneinyour congregationlivingin
sin?How will youdeal withthat situation?

87



Lesson 22- DEALING WITH BACKSLIDING

Oftenwefind someonewhowasastrong Christianbut nowis
backslidden. Remember the solemnwarning of 1 Cor. 10:12 and
Prov. 16:18. Noonebackslidessuddenly. Many littlethingsenterin
slowly andunderminethelife.

1. Thetrue causesof backsliding

1. Failuretopray.
2.FailuretoreadtheBible- 2 Tim. 2:15.
3. Failureto attend church - Heb. 10:25.
4. Failureto obey theHoly Spirit - Eph. 4:30.
5. FalluretoconfessChrist - Matt. 10:33.
6. Failuretowalk inthelight- 1 John1:7.
2. Theresultsof backsliding
1. A lossof power, of peace, of joy and happiness.
2. Murmuring and darknesswill cloudthedaily pathway.
3. Thelossof rewards, and the personwill “sufferloss’.
4. Someteachthat it may evenlead tothelossof the soul.

3. God’sinvitationtoreturn - Jer. 3:22; Hosea 14:4.

ThetrueChristian hatesbacksliding - Psa. 101:3: “1 will set no
wickedthing beforemy eyes.” Thetrueobject to set thegazeon -
Heb. 12:2. Paul’ sgoal wasChrist - Phil.3:14.

Assignment - Ask yourself if there are any backslidden
Christiansinyour village. Plan how youwill try towinthem back to
Christ. Pray for them, alongwithyour congregation.

Lesson 23 - DIVORCE

What if ahomeinyour congregationisthreatened by theplague
of divorce? Through all theworld, divorcerepresentsone of the
major problemsof family living. Itisatragedy becauseit undermines
thehome, thebasisof society. Itisdoubly tragicinthechurch, for the
Christianhomeisasacredinstitutioninaugurated by God and the
symbol of Christ’ sunionwithHisChurch. Thereliesthereasonfor
Satan’ sattack upon marriage.
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Only misery followsinitswake: broken homes, bruised and
broken hearts, homel esschildren, delinquent youth, lonelinessand
tears.

Thereisonly one Scriptural groundsfor divorce, andthat is
fornication- Matt. 19:9. That meansillicit sexual relations, probably
habitual, withathird party. Eventhen, divorceisnot commanded, it
ispermitted only inunusual and extreme cases.

Doall youcantoreconcilethepartnershavingdifficulties. Here
aresomesuggestions:

1. Clearly instruct that amarriagecontractisfor life“till death
breaksit”, Matt. 19:6. Inmarriage God performsamiraclewhentwo
individual sbecomeoneperson. Only Godispermittedto break that
union by taking oneof the partnersin death.

2. If therearechildren, their welfareshould beconsidered, for
they suffer most.

3. Point out that divorceisapublicadmissionof utter failure.

4. Plead with each partner to get right withthe L ord, and then
withoneanother. Confessi onandrepentancewithmutual sharingwill
restoreany marriage.

If areconciliation takes place, let both husband and wife
solemnly renew their vow for “ better or worse, till deathdouspart”.
Encouragethemto continually woo each other; each needsagreat
deal of affection. Assurethemthat they must continually ask Godfor
aholy lovefor each other.

Discussion - What are the most important ingredients of a
Christianhome?What areinjuriousinfluences?

Lesson 24 - ADULTERY

Thespiritual leader must sound God’ swarning againstthesin of
adultery. Theseventh commandment hasnever been abrogated, Ex.
20:14and 17.

Only by seeing how God hatesadultery can weseethesanctity
of marriage. Do you remember that God commanded the death
penalty, deathfor both, for adultery, Lev.20:10?Thespiritual |eader
himself must avoid all taint and appearance of sexual misconduct.

89



Thereisnoquestionaboutit - adultery and fornicationleadto
hell, Prov. 7:27; Prov. 9:13-17; 1 Cor. 6:9,10.

Discussion - Havethe Christians of your areabecomemore
carelessabout sexual sinsinthisgeneration?What aretheresults?

Lesson 25-WITCHCRAFT

It’ sacommon occurrence - parents bring their babiesto the
front of thechurchfor baptismor dedicationandif thelittledressis
lifted there can be seen a string around the baby’ swaist. Isthis
permissible?Absolutely not! Fetishesareatool of witchcraft, and
theBiblemakesit very clear that to usewitchcraft, or sorcery, isto
beincomplicity withevil spirits. Look attheverses: Ex. 22:18; Acts
19:18,19; Gal. 5:20and Rev. 22:15.

Theterror of thepoison cup and witchcraft held many landsin
darknessuntil thecoming of thelight of thegospel. Still today the
devil triesto persuade peopletorevert totheold pagan darkness.
But Christwill havenofellowshipwithdarkness. Thosewho practice
magi c arts- witchcraft and sorcery - their placewill beinthefiery
lakeof burning sulphur (Rev.21:8).

Each person must choose whom hewill serve, but he cannot
serve two masters. The fetishes must be burned when Christ is
accepted as Saviour and L ord.

Discussion - What witchcraft practicesareinuseinyour part
of thecountry?What canyou doto eliminatethem?

Lesson 26 - WHY TO PREACH AGAINST DRINKING

Everyonerealizesthat alcoholismisacurse, destroyinghomes
andlives, but somefeel that themoderateuseof alcoholicbeverages
ispermissible. They citethe Saviour’ sturningwater intowineat a
wedding, John2:1-11, and Paul’ sinstructionto Timothy tousewine
asamedicine, 1 Tim. 5:23.

Inbothinstancesthe Greek word is*“vinos”, meaning grape
juice, whilethewordforintoxicatingliquoris® shekar”. Both of these
wordsareusedinLukel:15: “For he(JohntheBaptist) shall begreat
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inthesight of theL ord, and shall drink neither wine(vinos) nor strong
drink (shekar)”.

Theseversesshow God'’ sview of drinking: Prov. 20:1; Prov.
23:29-35;1sa.28:7;Hos. 4:11; 1 Cor. 6:10and Gal. 5:21. Thefirst
mentionof wineintheBibleisin Gen. 9:21 andtellsof Noahbeing
drunk andthe calamity that fell onhissonHam.

Reasonswhy theChristian should not drink:

1. Hisbody isthetempleof the Holy Ghost and should not be
defiledinany way.

2. Heisawitnessfor Christ, andif hetakeseven atiny sipa
weaker brother might betemptedtotakealarger portion.

3.Heishisbrother’ skeeper, Gen.4:9, and hasaresponsibility
tohelp hisbrother liveapure, uprightlife.

Therearemany other reasonswhy everyone, whether aChristian
or not, should completely avoiddrinking.

1. Itisacostly wasteof money - Deut. 21:18-21; Prov. 23:20.

2. For thesafety of othersonthehighway.

3. Drinking aidsin breaking up homes.

WilliamGladstonesaid, “ Strongdrink ismoredestructivethan
war, pestilenceandfamine”.

Because onetaste | eadsto another, one glassto another, the
only safe, Scriptural conclusioniscompl eteabstinenceunder ALL
circumstances.

Discussion - Arethereother reasonsthat aChristian should not
drink?

Lesson 27-HELPING CHRISTIANSWHO SUFFER

Many good Christiansarecalling out to God. “ Why?Why must
| sufferlikethis?’ Friendssometimes, likethoseof Job, will cruelly
judgethemand say itisbecauseof someevil intheirlives. Thewitch
doctor may accuse someoneof putting acurseontheperson having
severeor fierytrias. Butfor thetrueChristian, lifehasaplan, for God
hasapurposefor eachlife- Rom. 8:28.

1. Why do sufferingscome?

1. Sometimes, asaresult of sin- John5:14; MiriaminNum.
12:10; KingAsain2Chron. 16:12.
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2. That the works of God might be made manifest - John
9:2,3.

3. For theglory of God - John 11:4; Phil. 1:29.

4. Thework of theenemy - with God’ spermissivewill - Job
in the book of Job; Mark 5:1-5; Luke 13:16; Acts 10:38. God
knowsyour load limit, theamount that you can endure.

5. Chastisement - childtraining- Heb. 12:5-13.

2. Our responseto suffering

1. Wemay despiseit, rebellinginstead of submitting. This
attitudeleadsto hardness.

2. Wemay faint under it, but we need not, for Hisgraceis
sufficient-2Cor. 12:9.

3. Wemay accept and bear it, but with sadness.

4.Wemay joyfully yieldtothewill of God- thisisthehighest
formof victory.

Assignment - Writealist of from3to 7 peopleinyour flock
whoaresuffering. Makeaplan of ministeringtoeach. Involveothers
fromyour flockinthisministry.

Lesson 28 - MINISTERING TO THE SICK

Christiansbecomeill, andtheL ord’ sservant must minister to
them faithfully, assuring them of God’ sloveand concern. Let us
consider someapproachesto the problem of sickness.

1. IsGod capable of healing mir acles?

TheBibletellsthetruestoriesof many miracles. Thegreatest
miracle was the resurrection of Jesus, but many others were
performed. Our Godisamiracle-working God. Jehovah Raphi (Ex.
15:26) isoneof Hisnames, “1 amtheLordwho healeththee”. See
Psalm103:3; Matt. 19:26; Luke 18:27. Heisstill theGreat Physician
today.

2. Anointing of the sick in James 5:14-20

1. Thesick aretocall intheelders.
2. The elders are to pray the prayer of faith and anoint the
sick onewithoil.

3. James speaks of confessing faults oneto another.

3. Some sicknesses are not healed.
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1. In Acts 28, Paul performed two miracles. But he prayed
threetimesfor deliverancefromsicknessandit wasdenied him, 2
Cor. 12:7-10. One purpose of the sickness was to keep Paul
humble.

2. If wewerealwaysheal ed, thenwewould never die.

TheChristianworker must strengthenthesick personwiththe
Word of God. How tragicif heisallowedtoreverttofetishesand
becomesoul-sick aswell asphysically sick.

A deathbed scenewiththesaint relaxed and happy inthewil | of
Godisablessed parting. Jesuspromises, “ My strengthissufficient”
-eveninsickness.

Discussion - What are some Scripture passages that will
comfortthesick?

Lesson 29 - MINISTRY INTIME OF DEATH

Lifeisanunsubstantial flimsy thing. Itisheretoday and gone
tomorrow. Of all men born on the earth, only Elijah has escaped
death. Of all thoselivingtoday, every onewill die, except for the
Lord’ schildrenwhowill meet Himintheair at the Rapture. Heb.
9:27isverytrue.

TheChristianworker hasaheavy responsibility whentheGrim
Reaper visitshiscongregation. Family andfriendsareindeep grief,
for partingisalwayspainful. Thebelieversshould beorganizedto
spend time with the mourners, to take mealsto them, to assist in
preparing thecorpseandthegravefor burial. Weep withthosewho
weep, to show Christ’ scompassionto thebrokenhearted.

If thedeceased wasabeliever, comforting thebereavedisfar
easier, for thesoul of theloved onehasalready found peaceandjoy.
Truly,tobewith Christisfar better thananythingthisworld canoffer.
Thefuneral, inspiteof thegrief of parting, should beacel ebration.

Inthetimeof death the Christian|eader must takeafirm stand
against thereversion to pagan practiceson the part of thefamily.
Wailing to the spirits, burying articles of wealth, drinking and
superstitiousriteshaveno placeinaChristian burial, but unsaved
relatives and friends often try hard to introduce the elements of
hopel essnessand terror that accompany their perception of death.
Standfirmagainstit. Rally theChristiansto stay onthesceneuntil the
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body has been committed to the earth, singing and praying and
assistinginevery way possible.

Thesermonshouldservewarningtoall that lifeisonly amoment
of timeinwhichto preparefor thelong, long eternity.

A wisemantoldhisdisciplesto preparefor deaththeday before
they died. But they objected, “Wemay dietomorrow”.

“True”, hereplied, “thenpreparetoday”.

Discussion - What are other practical ways of helping when
someoneof your congregation dies?

Lesson 30- COUNSELING ENGAGED COUPLES

Anengagementistheannouncement tothecommunity that the
coupleplanstomarry soon- likely withintheyear. For thecoupleit
isatimeof getting better acquai nted and ascertai ning whether or not
they areprepared and really meant for each other. But they must not
take liberties one with the other, for they are not married. It is
important for future happiness that both be virgins at marriage.
MarriageprivilegesMUST bereserveduntil after marriage, lestlove
turnto hateand mutual respect belost completely - 2 Sam. 13:15.

Thisistheideal timefor thechurchleader toinstruct thecouple
onestablishingaChristianhome, referringto Eph. 5and Titus2. L et
bothlearnto pray together over every problemand misunderstanding.
Encouragethemtoexpresstheir lovefor each other throughoutlife,
both by act and word.

Marriageistheoldest humaninstitution. Next to salvation, the
choiceof apartner may bethegreatest decisionayoung person has
tomake. Thespiritual leader must givestrong counsel and support
inthiscrucial period.

Principlesof ahappy marriage:
1. Christiansmay only marry Christians- 2 Cor. 6:14-17.
2. Pray much and seek God’ swill.
3. Waittomarry until youknow theother personthoroughly,
both good pointsand bad points. Hasty marriagesare dangerous.
4.Waitforlove. Infatuationisnot sufficient. Marriageisfor
life,anditwill takegodly loveto makeahappy home.
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5. Waituntil youareold enoughtomarry. Marriageisfor
adults, not children, for it carriesheavy responsibilities.

6. Waituntil moral problemsaresettled. Never marry aman
toreformhim.

7. Wait for theapproval of thegirl’ sparents. Thisisvery
important.

8. Wait for ameasureof financial stability, not wealth, but
somesecurity.

9.Insistonapublic Christianwedding. Never for amoment
consider elopement or asecret marriage. Marriageisfar too sacred
forthis.

Assignment - Preparealessonfor ayoung people’ sclass
on stepsto lead to ahappy marriage.

Lesson 31-HOW TO COUNSEL ACHILDLESSCOUPLE

Whenamarried coupleexpectstohavechildrenandyearspass
without ababy’ sarrival, their disappointment growsand often steal' s
their Christianvictory. They seetheir friendscomingintothechurch
leadingtheir littletotsand holding their tiny babies, and they ask,
“Why hasn’t God answered our prayers?’ Somebecomebitter and
leavethechurch. Someturntothewitch doctor andthrow away their
savings- andtheir relationshipwith God. Barren couplesneed your
prayer, your counsel and your support. They often say likeRachel,
“Givemechildren,orI’ll die” (Gen. 30:1).

Hannah’ syearsof sterility and the supportive conduct of her
husband canbeamodel and blessingtothechildlesscouple. Hannah
had nochildren, but thebeautiful loyalty of Elkanahisshowninverse
50f 1 Samuel 1. “Heloved Hannah, althoughthe L ord had closed
her womb.” Thehusband of abarrenwoman hasnoright to send her
back to her family. Hemust be an Elkanah!

For theHannahsinyour congregation, point out thesetruths:

1. They must continuein prayer, asHannah prayed. God had
closed her womb for a purpose, and in His time He opened her
womb. God gave Abraham and Sarah ababy when they weretoo
oldto haveone(Gen. 21:2). Psalm 113:9isagood verse!
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2.Relax, andbehappy intheLord. Don’ t nagyour husbandlike
Rachel. Bethankful for theblessingsyouhaveand|et your faceshow
yourjoy. Gloominesswill only kill your husband’ sloveand makeyou
amiserableperson.

3. If theLord doesn’t giveyou children, you can still havea
mother’ s heart and show your love to other children. There are
orphansand neglected childrenwho need care. Having aBibleclub
or Sunday School classwill giveyoutheopportunity tohavespiritual
children.

Deborahbecamea® motherinlsrael” (Judgess:7).

Discussion - Discussministriesthat childlesswomen of your
congregation may devel op. How canyou encouragethem?

Lesson 32- MINISTRY TO WIDOWS

Y our congregation probably hassome older women, widows,
wholovethelLord and arefaithful inthe services. They may feel
unneeded and lonely. They too should be using their giftsin the
serviceof theLord, 1 Pet. 4:10. Speak to them of thesewidows:

1. Naomi becamethenurseof her grandchild (Ruth4:16) and
wasabl etopassalong her faithto generationstocome. Grandmothers
canbeagreat helpinthecareof littlechildr en of theparish, and
they will receiveloveinreturn.

2. Thewidow of Zarephath hosted aman of God (1 Kings17).
Older women can performaval uableserviceof hospitality.

3. Annawasawidow of 84 yearswho“ served Godwithfastings
andprayersday andnight, and. .. spokeof Himtoall” (Luke2:36-
38). Older women makewonderful prayer warriors.

4. Another chosetogivetoGod “al thelivelihood that shehad”
(Luke21:4).

5. Possibly Dorcas, who comforted many and made coatsand
garments for them, was a widow, because those who stood by
weeping werewidows (Acts9:39). Shehelped thosein need.

6. Loishad apart in preparing her grandson Timothy for his
ministry (2Tim.1:5).

Thisperiodof lifemay bewonderfully fruitful. How much better
thansimply awaitingthecall toeternity!
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Discussion - Review theideas suggested by these Scriptures
for widows' ministries. Canyouadd others?

Lesson 33- CHRISTIANSWITH UNSAVED SPOUSES

Marriagepartnerswho stand aloneinthefaithneed special care
andencouragement. Y our counsel tothemshouldincludethefollowing
ingructions:

1. Donot allow arift to devel op between you and your spouse
becauseof your spiritual experiences.

2. Never makeyour spousefeel inferior.

3. Shower more love upon your partner. Express your love
morefreely becausenow theloveof God hasbeen poured outinyour
heart.

4.Don'’ t shareyour problemswithoutsiders.

5. Letagodly atmosphere characterizeyour home.

6. Beahappy person. Let asweet spirit clotheyou.

Discussion - How can the church leader form bridges of
friendship with these unsaved spouses? What activities can you
proposethat will attract themto the church anditspeople. .. and
toitsChrist?

L esson 34 -OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD’SDAY

ThelLord sDay, Sunday, isaNew Testament fact that hasits
rootsinthe Sabbath of the Old Testament.
1. Contrast between the Sabbath and theL ord’ sday
1. TheSabbathistheseventh day, andtheLord’ sday isthe
first day of theweek.
2. The Sabbath commemorates God’ screation rest, while
theLord’ sDay commemoratesChrist’ sresurrection.
3. The Sabbath was for the Jews, and the Lord’ sday isfor
the Church of JesusChrist.
2. The Apostolic Church kept thefirst day of the week.
1. Matt.28:1 - Jesusremained in the grave long enough to
fulfill the Jewish Sabbath, and aroseonthefirst Easter Sunday.
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2. Acts20:7 - Regular church services are described here.
3.1Cor. 16:2- Instructionsfor Sunday church collections.
4. Rev.1:10 - John spoke of the“Lord’ sday”.
3. Thetrueway to keep theL ord’sday
1. TodelightintheLord. Makeit aspecial day of worship,
prayer and praise.
2. To ceasefrom your own pleasure. Thisisaday for HIS
pleasure. Visit thesick and do other actsof mercy for HIM.
3. Tomakeit aday that honorsthe L ord. Six dayswework
and earnour living, but the seventh belongsto Him.
Discussion - What common Sunday activities are not
appropriatefor theLord sday?

Lesson 35- FATHERS DAY

God hasplaced the husband ashead of thehome, Gen.18:19;
Eph. 5:23. Christianfathersneed encouragement to performtheir
dutiesaspriest of thefamily. Why not haveaspecial servicetohonor
thefathersof thecongregation? Advertiseit well inadvance, and
announcethat all thechildren, even adult ones, will sitwiththeir
fathers. Have afather read the Scripture, and another pray. Y ou
might recognizetheol dest father intheaudience, theyoungest, and
theonewiththemaost children.

The sermonwill focusontheBiblical standard for a Christ-
honoringfather. Hemustlovehiswife, Eph. 5:25, lovinginhealth,in
sickness, inpoverty andin prosperity. Hemust befaithful toher, and
comfort herintimesof sorrow, 1 Sam. 1:8.

Thefather must beanactivepartnerinthetraininganddiscipline
of thechildrenfortheL ord, Prov. 22:6. Heisresponsibleto establish
afamily altar for daily family worship. Heisresponsiblefor graceat
meal s. Together theparentswill pray andwork to bringthechildren
totheLord at an early age, Matt. 19:13,14.

Hemust lovehiswifeand hisfamily, but hemust love Christ
more. TheChristianfather will dwaysput Christfirstinhislife, Luke
14:26.

Assignment - Preparealist of sermonthemesappropriatefor
FathersDay services.
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Lesson 36 - MOTHERSDAY

Good wives and good mothers are wonderful giftsfrom the
Lord, Prov. 31:10. Wives need appreciation and praise, and the
church shouldbecareful tohonor their ministry inthehomeandtheir
testimony.

A service honoring mothers might have a song by children
dedicated to mothers, and atributeto hismother by anolder child.
Each child might bring aflower to present to hismother. Thesermon
will probably be based onawoman of the Bible.

Assignment - Plantheprogramfor aMothersDay servicefor
your congregation, listingthosewhowill takepart andwhat eachwill
do.

Lesson 37-ESTABLISHING AFAMILY ALTAR

Thesecret of asuccessful Christianhomeisinthefamily altar
where Christisrecognized asthe head of thehome, and thefamily
joinstoworshipandlearnof Him.

If you describethe practice of family devotionsand urgethe
Christiansto begin, somemay bepersuaded, but otherswon’treally
understand what to do. Why not haveademonstrationinoneof the
services?Chooseafamily and meet withthemto preparean example
of thefamily altar. They may beginwithachorusor theverseof some
familiar hymn. All thechildren old enoughtoread may taketurnsin
reading the Scripture, and the smaller ones might recite averse
already memorized. Perhapsthefather will makesomebrief remarks
about the Scripturepassage, and hewill closetheperiodwith prayer.
After thefamily hasleft theplatform, ashort messagemay begiven
about theimportanceof parentsand childrengatheringtogether for
familyworship.

Thefamily givingthedemonstrationwill bestrengthened, and
other familiesmay be persuadedto beginfamily devotionsintheir
homes.

What adifferencethat will maketo every member of thefamily!

Assignment - L et theclassdemonstrateafamily altar service.
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Lesson 38- REACHING THEWHOLE FAMILY

Oneof themost important ministriesyouwill havewill beto
direct whole families on the way to heaven. Thisyou will do by
leading parentsto beobedient to Godin passingonHistruthtotheir
children. Hereareafew suggestions:

1. Preachpublicly and counsel privately about theresponsibility
of parentsto surroundtheir childrenwiththeWord of God. Deut.
6:6-9 and Proverbs6:20-23 arefinetextsfor this, aswell asPsalm
119:11.

2. Encourage parents to open their homes and livesto their
children’ sChristian friends. Show them theimportance of being
enthusiastic, loyal andwhole-hearted Christiansand church supporters
for thesakeof their children. Oneof theessential sfor astrongfamily
isalovefor Godthat permeatesthe parents.

3. Keep your congregation family-oriented. Encourage the
believersto pray for and support thechildrenof other families. Have
activitiesthat will acquaint theolder peoplewithall thechildrenand
young people of the congregation. God’s people should not be
victimsof agenerationgap.

4. Instruct parentsof grown childrenabout theevilsof asevere
dowry system. Many young people fall into sin because of the
demandsof anexcessivedowry payment that makesholy matrimony
impossiblefor many years.

Childrenareawonderful giftfromthelL ord, andleadingthemto
theSaviour will beagreat joy totheparentsinyour congregation, a
joy that will lastthrough eternity.

Discussion - Consider each of thefour pointsgivenabove. Will
they bepractical helpsfor your congregation? Canyou suggest other
thoughts?

Lesson 39- MOBILIZING LAYMEN FOR SERVICE

Very possibly you are the most capable person in your
congregationinleadershipabilities, andyouwill bestrongly tempted
tocarry all thework of thechurch onyour ownshoulders. But that
would beasad, sad mistake. Why?
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Firstof al,read 1 Pet. 4:10. Theinstructionisvery clear.
“ Each oneshould usewhatever gift hehasto serveothers.”
Togrow intheLordyour peoplemust exercisetheir gifts,
andyou must train and encouragethem. A pondthat hasno
outlet becomesstagnant. Streamsof livingwater shouldbe
flowingout fromyour lay Christians.

Form a gospel team. One can be the song |eader,
another asol oist. Perhapsone can play theguitar, onecan
giveatestimony. Assignthem partsinyour worship service.
Ask someto lead in prayer cells, or home Bible studies.
Somecanteach Sunday School classes, othersmight conduct
children’ sclubsthroughtheweek. Developapuppet ministry.
Andaboveall el se, teachthemtheart of | eading someoneto
Chrigt.

Discuss other ways your lay people can be led to
expresstheir loveof theLordinservicetoHim.

Lesson 40 - USING THE GIFTSOF WOMEN

Thewomen of your congregation should not beallowed
tobemereonl ookerstothework of theL ord. They havegifts
that will bringblessingtothecongregation, glory totheL ord,
andstrengthtotheir own spirits.

Study the women of your flock. Do what you can to
inspireand preparethemto servetheir Lordinoneof these
minigries

1. Amongwomen

1. Asadeaconness- visitingthesick or grieving.
2.Inaprayer cell, leading or being the hostess.
3. LeadingaBiblestudy.
4. Discipling young Christians, perhapsin aBig
Sister/LittleSisterrole.
2. Amongchildren
1. Teaching aSunday school class.
2. Leading neighborhood clubs.
3.Inthehome
1. Trainingtheir childrentofollow theL ord.
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2. Showing hospitality bothtofellow Christiansandtothe
unsaved.
3. Asahelp-meet to her husband, encouraging himif heis
saved, and endeavoringtoreachhimfor Christ, if heisunsaved.
Discussion - What other ministriescanyou addfor thewomen
of your flock?
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HOLY LIVING
PREPARATION FOR HOLY SERVICE

INTRODUCTION: - These lessons may be the most
important of all the Portable School courses, for “ out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matt. 12:34).
Only aholy lifecanproducespiritual fruit, andthe Christian
worker must be on constant guard against anything that
might steal hisinner victory and destroy histestimony.

Much of thismaterial comesfromthebook 100 Bible
Lessons, by Douglas Alban, and from Preachers and
People, by Rev. R. Stanley, and The ldeal Woman, by Dr.
LilianStanley.

CONTENTS

1. Fear theLord

2. TheSpirit-FilledLife
3.ResisttheDevil

4. FindingtheLord sWill
5.TheQuiet Time

6. Separation

7.Personal Life

8. Inner Motives

9. Qualificationsof aL eader
10. Adultery

11. L eadershipintheHome
12.Only theTruth

13. Finances

14. Disciplined Study

15. Keep Y our Body Fit
16. Laziness

17.Praise

18. When TemptationsCome
19. Imitators
20.VictoryisCertain
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HOLY LIVING
Lesson 1. FEAR THE LORD

Therearewrongandright kindsof fear. “ Fear not” isaprecious
message of Scripture, used about 50times, andwithitsvariationsit
is used 366 times. Remember the Lord’ s words, “It is|, be not
afraid”? But thefear of the Lord issomething we must have. See
theseverses: Job 28:28; Psalms19:9; 2 Samuel 23:3; Deuteronomy
6:13.

1. Here are somethingswe arenot to fear:

1. Idolsor other gods- 2Kings17:38.

2.Man- seeSaul’ smistakein 1 Samuel 15:24. NoticeProverbs

29:25.

3. Earthly calamities, for they signify the near return of our
Saviour - Luke21:25-28.

4. Future punishments- Hebrews10:27.

5.Wearenottofear “fear”, for thebeliever castshisfearson
theLord - | Peter 5:7.

Only onefear remains, and that istheholy fear of theL ord God.
2. What isthefear of theLord?

1.Itisahatred of evil - Proverbs8:13.

2. Itiswisdom- Psalms111:10.

3. Itisatreasure- Proverbs 15:16; I saiah 33:6.

4.ltisafountainof life- Proverbs14:27.

5.Itisclean- Psalms19:9.

6. Itenduresforever - Psalms19:9.

7.1tisgodly - Hebrews 12:28.

3. What aretheresultsof fearingtheLord?
1.1tbringspleasuretotheLord- Psalms147:11.

2. It bringsacceptancewith God - Acts10:35.

3. It causestheL ordto comfort Hischildren- Psalms103:13.

4.1t bringsblessings- Psalms112:1.

5.1t bringsseparationfromevil - Proverbs16:6.

6. ItbringsChristianfellowship- Malachi 3:16.

7.1tbringsanswered prayer - Psalms 145:19.

8.Itbringslonglife- Proverbs10:27.

104



Discussion: Havetheclassdiscusswaysto conquer theweakness
of afearful heart. Then discussthewisdom of fearing theL ord.

Lesson2. THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE - Ephesians5:18.

Every believer possessestheHoly Spirit (Romans8:16), but the
Spiritmay resideand not presideinhislife. Hemay bearesident,
but not thepresident. Asweyieldthecontrol of our livesHefillsus
moreand morewithHimself (Luke11:13). Theinfillingisreceived
whenthebeliever consciously recognizestheHoly Spiritasbeingin
full control of hislife, completely governingevery detail.

Theoriginal Greekisintheimperativeprogressive- keep on
being filled. The filling must be constant and continuous. The
ApostlePeter wasfilledwiththeSpiritin Acts2:4, againin Acts4:8,
andagainin4:31. Each day needsitsnew fullness.

1. Conditionsof beingfilled by theHoly Spirit:

1. Forgivenessof sins- Acts2:38.

2. Sonship- Galatians4:6.

3. Thedesiretobefilled - John 7:37-39, also Isaiah 44:3.

4. Faith - John 7:39.

5. Obedience - Acts5:32.

6. Waiting- Luke24:49 and Acts1:4. Beunhurried.

7. Prayer - Luke11:13.

8. Appropriatethefact - John 1:12.

2. Resultsof being Spirit-filled

1. Power towitness- Acts 1:8.

2. Power toliveavictoriousChristianlife- Acts20:22-24.

3. Glory will accruetothelLord - John 16:14.

Conclusion: We are not reservoirs, but channels. We must
overflow. Blessingsmust pour out. NoticetheBiblepicturesof the
workingof theHoly Spirit:

1. Anoverflowing spring-John4:14.

2. Anoverflowing fountain- John 7:37-39.

3. Abundanceof sapinthetree- Romans8:11.

4. Overflowingwaters- Ephesians5:18.
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Discussion: Perhapssomeof the classhaverecognizedthat they
arenot experiencingthefilling of the Spirit. A timeof confessionand
prayer may beameansof great blessing.

Lesson 3. RESISTING THE DEVIL -1 Peter 5:8,9.

Weshould never forget that Satan attacksevery truechild of
God. Thislessonwill give some practical waystoward off those
attacks.

1. Waysinwhich Satan attacksChristians- 2 Corinthians2:11.

1. Hemakesuslazy.

2. Heweighsusdownwiththepressureof duties.

3. Heoppressesuswith nerves, moodi nessand daydreaming.

4. Wehavehurt feelings, and becometouchy.

5. Criticismdiscouragesus- weforget that wemust beprepared
toreceiveit.

6. Discouragement.

7. Thetemptationto spiritual pride.

2. How toresist the devil

1. Recognizetheproblem asan attack of thedevil - James4.7.

2. Resist, fight, draw thesword - Ephesians6:11.

3. Usethearmor listed in Ephesians6:10-18.

4. Put on Christ - Romans 13:14.

5. Usethe Word - Matthew 4:4,7 and 10.

6. Useyour will power by saying*“ | will notsin. | resolveby the
power of theindwelling Christ to overcomeandbevictor oversin.”

7.Prayer - Ephesians6:18.

8. Pleadtheblood of Christto cover you- “andthey overcame
him by theblood of theLamb” - (Rev. 12:11).

Discussion: - What experienceshaveyou had of Satanic attack?
What wasthemost effectivemeansof defeatingit?

Lesson 4. HOW TO FIND THE LORD’SWILL

Theproblemthat facesevery Christianishow to ascertainthe
will of God. Thereisadivineblueprint for each oneof God’ speople,
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suitedtoour persondities, talents, needsand environment - Ephesians
2:10.
God ' splanfor youisvery personal, just for you- Psalms32:8.
Itisvery detailed - Psalms37:23.
Itisdefiniteand specific- Isaiah 30:21.
Hewantsustoinqguireabout Hisplan- Psalms143:8, andto be
muchinprayerfor daily details.
And His plan is always good, acceptable, perfect for each
particular believer - Romans12:2.
1. God’splan alwaysincludesthese features:
1. Separationfrom sinunto holiness- | Thessalonians4:3.
2. Prayer andthanksgiving- | Thessalonians5:17,18.
3. Doing good works- | Peter 2:15.
2. Methods of guidance
1. God often guides through verses of Scripture. Saturate
yourself withtheWord of God. God’ swill isnever contrary tothe
Bible.
2. Aninner convictionthatisgivenby the Spirit of God- Romans
8:16; Acts13:2; John 16:13.
3. Through circumstances. God closes one door and opens
another. Nothing happensto the child of God by accident.
4. Sometimes, by putting out afleece, Judges6:37-39, but care
must betaken to not arrangethe circumstances.
3. GeorgeMueller’sformulafor finding guidance:
1. Surrender your own will. Have no definite choice in the
matter. Beabsolutely neutral.
2. Seek the Spirit’ swill through God’ sWord.
3. Noteprovidential circumstances.
4. Pray for guidance.
5. Wait on God.
Discussion: Have you had definite experiences of God's
guidance?How didyou determineHisleading?

Lesson 5. THE QUIET TIME

Thequiettimeisthesecret of aChristian’ svictoriousliving.
Withoutit, spiritual defeat iscertain.
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1. Abraham’ sexcellent examplefor themorningquiet time:
1. Hegot upearly inthemorning. Thisisanexcellent practice.
2. He had a special placeto meet God. We should, too.
3.Hedidthisdaily, not spasmodically.

4. He stood beforethe Lord, waiting for the Lord to speak to
him.

2. Material for thequiet time:
1. A Bible. Read theBiblefaithfully according toaset plan.
2. A notebook and pento record somelesson fromtheWord.
3. A book with prayer requests and spacefor theanswers.

3. A plan for thequiet time:

1. Haveyour quiet timeat thesametimeeachday if possible.

2. Aimat asystematic plan, probably half timereadingand hal f
timepraying.

3.Don’t berigid. Continue praying, if the Spirit leads. If the
Word shineswith new light, read on and befilled.

4. A suggested order: abrief prayer, Biblereading, and then
prayer. UsetheWord asabasisfor prayer and petition.

L esson 6. SEPARATION - 1 John 2:15

“Lovenottheworld...” What doestheword “world” mean
here?Thenext verseexplainsit: it meansthispresent world system
whichiscontrolled by Satan.

1. Somethingsweknow arewrong:

1. Marriagebetween abeliever and anunbeliever isforbidden
- 2Corinthians6:14-17; Amos3:3.

2. All unrighteousnessand all worksof darkness- 2 Corinthians
6:14. Thismay includebusinesspartnership al so.

3.Belia, theolddevil, andinfidels- 2 Corinthians6:15.

4. Idols- 2 Corinthians 6:16.

5. Falseteachers- 1 Timothy 6:5.

6. All knownformsof sinandimmorality (drinking, etc.) - 1
Peter 1:16.

2. Basicrulesto follow:
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1. 1 must separatefromanything that might overthrow my
faithinGod.

2. | must separate from anything that would destroy my
testimony.

3. I must separatefrom anything that would debasemy morals
andlead metosin.

4. 1f my action causesmy brother to stumble, then | must not
doit-1Corinthians8:13.

5. | must separate from anything that harms my body -
physically, mentally or emotionally.

6. Isit pleasingto JesusChrist?1f Hewould not doit, then|
must not - 1 Peter 2:21.

7. Will it strengthen my testimony?Weakenit?-2Cor. 6:17.

Discussion: Haveyou had any strugglesin separating fromsinful
practices? Aretherestill areas of conflict? How can you resolve
them?

Lesson 7. THE SHEPHERD'SPERSONAL LIFE

Thepersonal lifeof the shepherdisof primeimportance, for
peoplelistentothe sermonsof Sunday and watchto seehow they
arefulfilledthroughtheweek.

Againandagaininhisletterstotheyoung preacher Timothy, the
aged A postlePaul insistson purity and piety of life. If thepreacher
isnot living upto hispreaching, thepeoplewill soonfindit out.

1. Theshepherd must beaman of piety - apious, holy manwho
radiatesthe L ord JesusChrist.

2.Hemust beexemplaryin hisrelationship with hiswifeand
hisfamily. Hemust bean exampleinthistotheflock.

3. Hemust beaman of prayer. Hispeopleexpect himto spend
muchtimeinprayer daily - evenhours. Heneedsthisfor maintaining
hisown holiness. Satanwill send many temptationsto the man of
God.

He must remain before the Lord until all drossisremoved -
Isaiah52:11.
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Hemust pray for theflock - 1 Samuel 12:33; Colossians1:9. His
prayersfor hispeopleshould beby name, person by person, if at all
possible.

4. He must be aman with apassion for thelost and dying -
Acts20:31.

“Beyecleanthat bear thevesselsof theLord.”

Discussion: Name some Christian |eaders who have been
examplestoyou. What weretheir outstanding qualities?

Lesson 8. INNER MOTIVES

TheL ord’ sservant must work withacorrect motive-toglorify
thenameof theL ord. Paul’ smotivewasnot money or fame, but men
-their salvationand groundinginthefaith.

Hisurgency and passionforcedhimtopresson-1Cor.1:15-18.

Hewaswillingtoforego eatinganddrinkingif menwouldonly
believe- 1 Corinthians9:4.

Herefused asalary at Corinthtoavoid suspicionandwinmore
souls. Headapted himself to variousclassesof men- 1 Corinthians
9:19-23. Hewaswillingtoforbear marriage, homeand childrenif
more peoplewould besaved.

Thewonderful message, the shortnessof time, the nearness of
deathandthecomingof Christwerehismotivestodoall for Hisglory
- Colossians3:17; 1 Corinthians10:31.

Discussion: What werethepersonal sacrificesPaul madefor the
sakeof theministry?Doyoufeel they wereimportant?

Comment on Paul’ sfour motiveslistedinthislesson.

Lesson 9. QUALIFICATIONSOFA SPIRITUAL LEADER

1. He must be blameless, a man of honest reputation, good
character and standing - Titus1:6.

2. He must be the husband of one wife, of asingle marriage -
Titus1:6.

3. He must be the father of faithful children, obedient and
under control - Titus1:6. Thisisthetest. If oneruleshishousehold
well, thenhecangovernthechurch.
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4. He must not be self-willed; heisnot adictator - Titus1:7.
5.Not soonangry - Titus1:7. Temper and anger haveno place
here.
6. Heisnot giventowine- Titus1:7.
7.Heisnot violent - Titus 1:7.
8.He is not greedy for money - Titus1:7. Thisisimportant,
lest churchfundsbeasnaretohim.
9. A lover of hospitality, Titus 1:8. He shows loveto fellow
believersand strangers.
10.Heisalover of all that isgood, clean and wholesome- Titus
1:8.
Discussion: Consider each of thesequalitiesand show why itis
importantinachurchleader. Arethereother traitsthat youwould
addtothelist?

Lesson 10. ADULTERY

Thedevil will doall within hispower to bring about thedefeat
of aservant of God, and nothing pleaseshim morethanto causea
manwhoisat theheight of hisministry tofall - hefallsfarther and
harder, and moreoftenthan not, hebringswith him otherswho have
been hisfollowersintheir walk withtheL ord. Thesad truthisthat
many aspiritual leader hasfallenfromamountain peak of spiritual
victory and privilegetoablack valley of defeat becausehehasbeen
carelessinhisrelationshipwithwomen. Hisownministry hasbeen
ruined, hischaracter hasbeenirreparably blotched, andthechurch
of Jesus Christ hasbeen subjectedtoridicule.

The servant of God must be constantly on guard against
temptation. Hemust nip every temptationinthebud. Heshouldbe
accompani ed by hiswifeor anelder of thechurchwhenhecounsels
or prays with awoman. He must avoid all appearance of moral
misconduct.

Y oumust pray much that Godwill protect you against Satan’s
darts, but youmust also bealert to every danger signal. Wemust
watchaswell aspray.
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Discussion: Consider Samson and David, and show how their
improper rel ationshi p withwomen brought great sorrow.

Lesson 11. LEADERSHIPIN THEHOME

Piety inthepul pit must beaccompani ed by piety inthehome. Eli
was puni shed because hecouldn’t control hiswicked sons, while
God first recognized Abraham’ s success in the home, and then
granted himgreater responsibilities.

1. The Christian leader must be a model husband. His
devotiontohiswifewill discouragewomenfrom putting temptation
inhispath. Histreatment of her asapartner will demonstratethe
respect for women that isthe standard of the church.

2. Hischildren should show that they aretheproduct of a
loving and orderly home - | Timothy 3:12. They should be
obedient and under control. Itisdifficult for strangerstorespecta
man whose children do not show him respect.

3. Theleader’s home should be open to fellow believers
andtostrangers- Titus1:8. 1t should havetheauraof godlinessso
that visitorswill easily recognizethat Christisthehead of that home.

Discussion: What will influencethechildrenof aChristian|eader
to be examples to the other young people of the church? When
shouldtheir training begin?

Lesson 12. ONLY THE TRUTH!

“Letyour ‘Yes be‘Yes, and your ‘No,” ‘No’” - Matthew

5:37.

Thereareno*littlewhitelies’ for theChristianworker. Hemust
beamanwho can betrusted. TheL ord hasstrong statementsabout
deceit - seePsalms 101:7.

1. Exaggeration - Evangelists often commit the sin of
exaggeration. They often report great crowds in attendance and
many, many decisionswhenthework isactually small. Thisisdone
tobring glory totheevangelist, not to God.
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2. Unkept promises - If a promise is made, it must be kept.
Otherwisethe promisebecomesalie, and God hasno blessingsfor
liars.

Discussion: Read these verses and comment on them: Psalms
101:7; Proverbs12:22; 19:5; Colossians 3:9; Revelation 21:8.

Lesson 13. FINANCES

Y ou would expect that, of all the people in the world, the
Christianworker would bethemost honest and themost faithful in
repayingdebts. Sadly, that isnot thecase. Many businessmenrefuse
toextend credit or lend money totheL ord’ sservants, becausethey
have been cheated by them. How tragicitisfor the Christian|eader
to bring dishonor onthenameof the L ord.

Paul’ sinstructionwasvery clear: Owenomananythingbutlove
- Romans13:8. Inpersonal financesandinhandling churchmonies,
theleader must be completely honest. A promiseto pay must be
fulfilled. If not, hisministry will endinfailure, andtheL ord’ snamewill
bedishonored.

Discussion: Read Romans 12:17. In your opinion, what isits
meaning? Have you known Christian workers who have been
careless, or dishonest, intheir financial affairs?What effect hasthat
had onthe causeof Christ?

Lesson 14. DISCIPLINED STUDY

TheApostle Paul admonished Timothy theyoung minister to
“giveattentiontoreading” - 1 Timothy 4:13. Anyonewho preaches
the Word must get deep into the Word using all the study aids
available. Remember thisimportant suggestion: Peopleshould

learn at least a few new things every time they hear you.

Commentariesand study Biblesshould beusedfreely, aswell
asthewritings of men of God of all agesand of all time. “Much
reading makethafull man.”
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Discussion: What haveyou read recently that has strengthened
youintheWord?Recount some of thetopics.

Lesson 15. KEEP YOUR BODY FIT

Thebody isthetempleof Godandit must beproperly caredfor
(1 Corinthians3:16). Eat balanced food and avoid overeating. Goto
bed early and get up early. Get someexerciseevery day.
Good health habitswill giveyou extrayearsof servicefor the
Lord. Simplelivingand highthinking- thisshould beyour watchword.
Discussion: Demonstratesomephysical exercisesthat will benefit
physical fitness. Discussother factorsthat influencehealth.

Lesson 16. LAZINESS

Paul had hisreasonfor writing, “Wedo not want youto become
lazy” (Hebrews6:12). The Christian worker hasno supervisor to
check the hourshe spendson honest labor. Hegoesinto thepul pit
and repeats the same messages he has given many times before.
Thereisoften no power behind hispreaching because he has spent
littletimein prayer. Hispeoplefeel they haveno shepherd, for he
spendslittletimeinvisitationand counseling.

Harvest timeisshort, and “hewho sleepsduring harvestisa
disgraceful son” (Proverbs10:5). The*hour hascometowakeup
fromyour slumber” (Romans13:11). Y ouareChrist’ sservant, part
of anoblecallingandresponsiblefor aglorioustask. Riseupearlyin
themorning, follow aschedul eof worshipand servicesothat every
hourisprofitably filled. “Wakeup, O sleeper!” (Eph. 5:14).

Discussion: What are the conditions that make it easy for a
preacher tobecomelazy?Haveyouknownlazy preachers?Didtheir
peopl erespect them?
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Lesson 17. PRAISE

Areyou going through atime of spiritual darkness? Areyou
weary of awildernessexperience? Areyou hanging your head over
aburden?

Thekey to unlock thetunnel of gloom and spiritual defeatis
praise. Praiseisyour medicine; it will work wondersinyour body,
soul and spirit (Proverbs15:13; 17:22). Praise! Do not wasteyour
timeand energy blaming God and othersfor your circumstances.
Divertyour eyesfromall circumstancesand situationsand focus
them on the Lord. Forget your wounds and aches. Here is your
chancetoturnyour problemsinto praise, totell theworldthat there
isOneworthy of praise, eveninthedark hours.

Sometimesit isnot easy to praise - that isthe reason we are
instructedto offer thesacrificeof praiseto God continually.

Whenyoukneel to pray, forget your petitionsand read Psalm
103 or another of David’ sprai se songsand concentrateongiving
praisetoHiminworship.

Againl say, Rejoice.

Discusion: Read 2 Chronicles 20:22 and notice the effect that
praise had. Then scan the book of Psalms and notice the many
injuncionsto offer praiseto God.

Lesson 18. WHEN TEMPTATIONSCOME

Temptationswill cometotheservant of God: itisuptohimto
safeguard himself. Whenyoufeel theurgetotakeonesteptoward
sin, may the Holy Spirit push you back by reminding you of the
following:

1. Think of God - Genesis39:9; 1 Samuel 2:22-25; James4:4.

2. Think of yourself - 1 Corinthians6:18; Proverbs6:32.

3. Think of your spouse- Malachi 2:14-16.

4. Think of your partner insin- Matthew 18:6.

5. Think of thechildren- Numbers14:33.

6. Think of thefamily - Genesis12:17, 20:18.

7. Think of the shame and remorse-Prov.5:11-14; 6:32,33.
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8. Think of thechurch- 1 Corinthians5:1-6; 1 Samuel 2:24.
9. Think of non-Christians- Romans2:22,24.
10. Think of theenemiesof thegospel - 2 Samuel 12:13,14.
11. Think of your ministry - Judges 16:19, 20; 1 Cor. 9:27.
12. Think of God’ sjudgment - HebrewS 13:4; Ezekiel 16:38.
13. Think of eternity - Galatians5:19-21.
14. Finally,think of thefutureglory if youovercome- Rev. 14:4.
Discussion - Which of the above reasons do you consider
mostimportant?Why?

Lesson 19. IMITATORS

Whether welikeit or not, peoplewill imitatethemanwho stands
inthepul pit, both hisgood pointsand hisbad. Paul saidinEphesians
5:1,“Beimitatorsof God”, and thereisnodanger of failureif that
adviceisfollowed. But mortal manlikestofollow aleader, andthe
spiritual leader isresponsiblefor theexamplehesetsfor hisflock.

If heisamanvery careful about hiswalk withGod, otherswill
follow onthepath of righteousness. But if hefindsit easy toflirtwith
sinand compromisejust alittleinhisChristian standards, they will
probably gofartherintosin. If heiszeal ousabout seekingthelostand
winning souls, hewill probably gain somevolunteerstobegintraining
forwitnessing. Butif theleaderisslowinreachingouttothelost, his
peoplewill likely be Sunday-only Christians, hearersand not doers
of theWord. If hisisasacrificial, givinglife-style, stingy Christians
will soonopentheir pursesandfindjoyingivingtothelLord.

Paul commended the Thessalonians (1 Thessal onians 1:6) by
saying,“Y oubecameimitatorsof usandof theL ord.” Hedetermined
too, tolead ablamelesslifeand said, “| urgeyoutoimitateme” (1
Corinthians4:16).

Discussion: Y our examplewill producewhat kind of Christian?

Lesson 20. VICTORY ISSURE!

Read Philippians3and4.

116



Many of theL ord’ sworkerssuffer aninferiority complex that
gnawsfromwithin, renderingtheminactive. They aretimid about
introducing themselvesasthose servingtheL ord. But God counts
them*“ servantsof theMost High” (Daniel 3:26). Thiswastheattitude
of Paul inservingGod (1 Timothy 1:11,12).

Godhasgivenusaspirit of power. The Greek word for power
in Acts 1:8isdynamite. No power can stand against thisdivine
power.

Donot underestimatethe power God hasgivenyou. Attempt the
impossible. Reach all possibleareas. Never think you cannot reach
therichor thehighly educated.

The“little” Paul did great thingsbecausehehad confidencein
God’s power. Realize that power and set to work. Give God a
chanceto manifest Hisdynamic power throughyou.

GodneedsYOU.

Discussion: Read these verses and consider some of theweak
things God used to demonstrate His power and accomplish great
results: Exodus4:2; Judges15:15; 1 Samuel 1740; Zechariah 4:10;
Matthew 13:32; John 6:9.

A great truth is found in 1 Corinthians1:27-29. Memorize
theseverses.
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DENOMINATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Each denomination has its own unique
characteristics and, since thisisacourse for all
churches, itwill beimpossibleto giveacomplete
description of eachoneintheprintedlessons. The
teacherswill beabletousethefollowingguidelines,
however, to present thehistory and distinctivesof
their owngroup.

At the end of the course the new catechist
shouldfeel thoroughly acquainted with hisfield of
serviceand comfortableabout beginning hiswork
aslay-preacher

L esson One: History of the denomination overseas; itsroots
fromother denominations; itsfoundersand early |eaders; reasonsfor
itsformation.

L esson Two: History of thedenominationin Africa; nationsin
whichitworks; sizeof thechurchineachnation; theleadersinthese
other churches.

L essonsT hree, Four and Five: Doctrinal distinctives: How
they differ fromother denominations; special emphasesandministries;
Scriptural basesfor thesedistinctives.

L esson Six: The denomination’ s national organization; its
headquartersand officers; length of termsof officersand method of
their election.

L esson Seven: Thedenomination’ sschoolsand hospitals; its

department heads; itsannual conferencesand any other national
meetings.
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L esson Eight: Itsdistrict officeand officers; district meetings
and calendar.

L esson Nine: Itslocal educational and medical facilities. The
number of villagesin thedistrict and the number of villageswith
pastorsor catechists.

L esson Ten: The denomination’straining schoolsfor future
catechists.

L esson Eleven: The new catechist’ s responsibilitiesto his
denomination; number of servicesexpected.

L esson Twelve: Thepreparation of new believersfor baptism,
usingthedenomination’ sliturgical guides.

L esson T hirteen: What the catechi st should dowhen members
fall intosin; thedenomination’ sway of handling thisproblem.

Lesson Fourteen: What the catechist should do if he is
opposed by sorcerersor tribal |eaders.

L esson Fifteen: How weddingsare preparedfor.

L esson Sixteen: Thetaking of churchofferingsandthehandling
of suchmoney.

L esson Seventeen: Thebuilding of churchbuildingsinvillages.

L esson Eighteen: Thechurchingof neighboringvillages. Gospel
teams.

L esson Nineteen: Cooperationin districtwideexchangesof
catechistsfor weeksof evangelism, etc.

L esson Twenty: If an overwhelming problem arisesin the

congregation, to whom should the catechist go for counsel and
advice?
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Rarely hassowideadoor existed for thepreachingofthe
gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the countries of Africa and
Asia- nor hastherebeen so tremendous a response. Statistics
amassed in church growth studies uniformly attest that the
Church of JesusChrist hasmaderemarkablenumerical gains
throughout thosecountriesin thelatter half of thiscentury.

Thoughthat isareason for great rejoicing, it should not
mask thefact that thetask isfar from completion. In many newly
evangelized ar easconvertsareleft without nurturebecauseno
one has responded to the Shepherd's command to " feed My
lambs’. And thousands of villages are still with no voice to
proclaim God'sWordfromthepulpit,nocongregational life,no
under-shepherdtocarefor theflock.

To help meet this need the Portable School M ovement
wasdesigned and pioneeredin Zaire. Theplanissimple: ateam
of evangelistsvisitsan ar ea of lar gely unchur ched villages and,
at theend of the ministry in each village, asksthe believersto
name one of their group to attend an eight-week course of
preparationfor theministry. Theschool will beheldinacentral
area and students will be ableto return to their villages each
weekend for food and supplies. At theend of thetwo-monthterm
they will becomelay pastorsintheir own villages.

Inthefirst sixyear sfollowingtheintroduction of portable
schoolsin Zaire, morethan 11,000 completed thistraining to
become representatives of Jesus Christ and lay leaders of the
congregationof HisChurchintheir village.

Thisbook has been prepared specifically for the eight-
week cour se of study of the portable schools, but it can also be
used for thehomestudy of God'sWord, for helpintheprepara-
tion of sermons, for the basisof family devotionsand for Bible
study groups.

Requestsfor additional infor mation about thefor mation
of portable schoolsmay be sent tothe addressbelow.

Evangelism Resour ces

425Epworth Avenue
Wilmore, KY 40390
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